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..Seeking to do what 
to get rich, people bee. 
they call their “dream ti 
. . “I used to-choose the 
after a while I became 
fortunate touch" said L 
the factories in Amman. 

“Nowadays, I let my chiiaMjns£anfts«ff the 
rards, then I pray ir would be thew&lnumber." 
However, up until now, Lana hasn’t won any 
pnzes, but she forcefully says that she won’t give 
up. • c 

However, for some people carrying lottery tick¬ 
ets has its own rituals. 


ome rich! 


fc To™* SlSS 1 d0 when 1 have tickets 
JLJJKw 1 **®?®?** 3011 “"“times I count the 
cards till I reach the date of my birthday.” But this 

?ky S5S7 day ' dream for Jama J- who is □ wiiver- 

■S “PP®? y° u were to* lucky guv and you 
had all the right numbers for the firer prize What 
wendd you do? “Maybe I will faint for a long Time 

before I buy a house, a car. a mobile." Janul just 

conunued to make demands. J 

Every two weeks there is p draw for the lottery 
that is run by one charitable organization in Jordan. 


Continued on page 2 
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Popular sectors and government on edge 

draft press 
tension. 


FILS 



King, Saudi Prince stress need 
for “unified Arab stance” 


\un 


By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
LESS" THAN three weeks after 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
initiative to open a nationaJ 
dialogue between the (Efferent 
popular sectors in the country, 
the government seems again to 
be insisting on spoiling the 
-A first days of the hoiu^motitt.' 

Contrary to what happened 
• in terms of narrowing theMrap. 
between the state and the pro¬ 
fessional associations, tftait. 
brought about a; new: era of. 
understanding, ihe gpw 
■ is criri di a l.‘' Oi te r 
seeking t o d raw ' n p 
that is seen by far as the mgt 
repressive yeL 

Popular sectors, especially 
members of the press body are 
dismayed because the govern¬ 
ment is drawing up tire draft 
without proper consultations 
and certainly not within the 
spirit of dialogue that was the 
case a couple of weeks ago. 
This is something that was 



also underlined wheir the king 
met the members: of the 1 three 
branches or state as ., he 
stressed the necessi ty for par¬ 
ticipation of all parries in 
drawing up legislations. 

’ . The government insistence 

• .on drafting; a new press law 

• came five months after - die 

, ; High Court of Justice revoked; 

"a/prfcyions temporary 'press - 

ugtfeii: was passed Jn May . 

•. -J99&'-. . •_ 

wifi be' corn- 



turn opposed many of its 
J articles. 

“During our meeting we 
expressed reservations over 
many of' the draft articles 
which lowers the margin of 
freedoms and gives the direc¬ 
tor of the Press and Publica¬ 
tions Dept-, the right to inter¬ 
fere in newspapers,” said JPA 
President Seif A1 Sharif. 

“In light ■ of these articles 
there will be.no free press." he 
cootiimes. “The draft strength¬ 
ens penalties on journalists." 
Igr Sharif said even the 1973 
tov, xtrawn'. up'in the 


sional Associations and jour- 
. nalists expressed their bitter- 
ness regarding the draft. Popu¬ 
lar sectors described it as 
bringing the country hack to 
the martial law era. 

“The draft law goes against 
the spirit of openness which 
His Majesty King Hussein 
started with during his visit to 
the professional Associa¬ 
tions," said Husni Abu 
Ghaida. who leads the Council 
. of the Professional Associa¬ 
tions and is the President of 
.the Engineers Association. 

?The available information 


concerning_lhe draft law 5 ug- 


Cabinet ratified the first ini- 
- pal draft Jaw last Saturday, 
when - Deputy Prime Minister 
for Service Affairs, Minister 
of Information, Dr Abdallah 
Nsour discussed the draft with 
officiris of the' Jordan Press 
Association (JPA). They . ® 


journalists in prison, adding 
"we reject all articles that talk 
about penalties and we Cold the 
Deputy Prime Minister to that 
effect." 

The draft press law angered 
reamr' (see story below); It 
sparked much criticism from 
different sectors in the coun¬ 
try- Several Lower House dep¬ 
uties, leaders of the Profes- 



gesb tiiat the ceiling of press 
freedom will be limited as the 
professional associations are 
banned from publishing its 
views regarding public 
affairs.” 

The PAs reject any legisla¬ 
tion that suppresses the free¬ 
dom of citizens to express 
themselves freely as guaran¬ 
teed by the Constitution. In its 
emergency meeting, on Mon¬ 
day, the Council of Presidents 
said it had an “around the 
clock" duty to follow up news 
on the draft. 

Mr Mahmoud AI Sharif a 
former minister of information < 
and the architect of the 1993 
Ptms and Publication Law 
believes that “there is no need 
for a new law, unless the gov¬ 
ernment wants to curtail the 
space for freedom that is guar¬ 
anteed by the 1993 press law." 
He added that it can deal with 
all abuses of the freedom of 
the press. 

“If what have been already 
published in the newspapers 
about the draft law is true then 
it would be very damaging to 
the image of Jordan abroad.’ 
He emphasized that “it is a 
tragedy, because it is Jordan 
that is going to suffer not the 
press only." said Mr Sharif, 
who is also the Editor-In- 
Chief of Ad Dustour. “If what 
has been published in the 
newspapers is true we arc hav¬ 
ing a more repressive law. It is 
a backward step.” 

In this respect also, deputies 
are somewhat dismayed and 
they expressed their criticism 
to thfe draft law in the form 
that was published in the 


AMMAN. (Star)—Saudi Arabia's 
Crown Prince Abdallah Ben Abdul Aziz 
arrived in Amman on a two-day visit for 
talks with King Hussein on the stalled 
Arab-Israeli peace process, Arab issues 
and bilateral relations. Monday. 

Prince Abdullah, the highest-ranking 
Saudi official to visit Jordan in J1 years, 
arrived from Syria where he held simi¬ 
lar talks with President Hafez Assad. 

In Damascus. Prince Abdullah 
warned Israel against “excessive self- 
confidence and excessive imprudence," 
and urged Washington to continue back¬ 
ing the peace process. 

During their talks the King and the 
Saudi Crown Prince reiterated their 
commitment to the Arab-Tsraeli peace 
process. On Tuesday. Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdallah ended a 24-hour visit 
as pan of a diplomatic effort to convene 
an Arab summit. 

“Saudi Arabia and . Jordan agree on 
the necessity to respect agreements," 
siened with Israel “cm-the basis of inter¬ 
national resolutions and the principle of 
exchanging land for peace." according 
to a government source. 

Jordanian officials said the prince's 
talks with the Jordanian leadership were 
focused on the possibility of holding an 
Arab summit on the deadlocked Middle 
East peace psocess. 

Jordan s Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Jawad Anani said 
Prince Abdullah's visit “comes at a time 
when Arabs need to unify their ranks," 
and to discuss “the possibilities of hold¬ 
ing an enlarged or mini-summit to help 
fulfill the Arab nation’s aspirations." 

The Prince’s tour comes amidst a dip¬ 
lomatic Arab activity to convene a sum¬ 
mit aimed at forming a united Arab 
front to confront Israel, which is blamed 
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Welcoming the guest: King Hussein and Prince Abdallah 


for obstructing the Middle East peace 
process. 

Jordanian officials said Amman pre¬ 
fers holding a mini-summit since an 
enlarged meeting could become bogged 
down over the many other complex 
Arab issues, and prevent a unified posi¬ 
tion from being achieved. 

A joint statement issued after talks 
between Jordan’s King Hussein Prince 
Abdallah late Monday, said the two 
sides agreed on the “necessity for care¬ 
ful preparation for an Arab summit if ii 
is convened." 

The statement said. “Careful prepara¬ 


tion is needed to ensure Arab solidarity 
over the obstructed peace process and to 
a raid splits relating to other issues." 

Saudi Ambassador to Jordan Abdal¬ 
lah Sudciri stressed that the visit of the 
Crown Prince to Jordan had a special 
significance at this stage which requires 
unifying Arab stands on the current 
developments in the region. 

He said that the visit comes within 
the existing policy of coordination and 
consultations between the two countries' 
leadership.! 


Minister speaks his mind 
on public sector reform 


By Ilham Sadeq . 

Star Skiff Writer 
There are shock waves in the 
public sector at the moment, as 
employees brace themselves 
for the worst. With the onset of 
restructuring in the civil service 
more and more employees are 
certain to face redundancies in 
the very near future. 

Officials say that the public 
sector is “overloaded" with 
more than 30.000 employees 
“un needed". As from I June, 
the government began trim¬ 
ming down the civil service to 
reduce expenditure and elimi¬ 
nate what is termed os “admin¬ 


istrative sluggishness", some¬ 
thing that is badly reflected on 
the economy. 

The Cabinet has recently 
approved a resolution to cut the 
rate of expenditure in the pub¬ 
lic sector by 10 percent and 
reduce the number of employ¬ 
ees by two percent. 

That would actually mean 
firing about 4000 people from 
their jobs. 

Has tills action been taken 
haphazardly or is it the out¬ 
come of a detailed scientific 
study? No one denies that with 
between 160,000-200.000 
employees in 75 public institu- 
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Residents near nuclear test area report health woes 


ByJo^ThorDaiilbiirg 

CHACHA, India—When Haji Shamshudeen felt 
die ground's way under his feet and saw the plates . 
and spoons tomble from the shelf inside bis home 
in this sweltering desert village, he believed die 
world was coming to an end. 

. - “f rati outside," the fanner and herdsman said, 
"and prayed to God to be spared” 

Two weeks later, two of Shamshudeen's five. 


cows are dead, two-thirds 
flock of 300 goats are . sick with 
- diarrhea' and getting dangerously 
thin, and many neighbors here in 
Chacha. a farming hamlet of 150 
families, fed weak and ilL Last 
. week, one inan tore ofT Ws clothes, 

, /began to rant and had^d taken to a t 
mental htMpital. 

. Shamshudeen, bearded , patriarch ■ 
of a household that Includes his ' 
four^tons and their spouses, blames 
the problems on the same awesome and mysteri¬ 
ous power .that earlier, this, month ruptured and 
‘ emptied his underground water cistern and cracked 
.. the red sindstooe walls of his house, : - 


“It was the tests." said the 45-year-old resident 
of this settlement five miles from India's Pokaran 
range, where five nuclear explosions were set off 
11 May 11. “It is the tests that have driven up the 
.temperatures so much that my cows weren't able 
to stand iL" 

' India’s decision to stage its first nuclear tests 
since 1974 has pushed neighboring Pakistan to test 
a bomb of its own and may serve os the 
impetus for a nuclear arms race on the 
subcontinent. 

But here, in the scrub-dotted Thar 
Desert of western India, where . 

temperatures have recently reached 
a near-record 1 IS degrees, people fear 

n -n -*? + ^^ asts ^ iave ^ HSen ^ ® ause fnorc 
D O j 1 immediate and personal woes. 

V “After the 11th, my nose has started 

bleeding three or four times," said 
Multana Ram, 60, a farmer of mustard 
and-millet whose sun-blasted village of 
Kheiolai is less than two miles from the test site. 
“My knees ache—I can't bend my legs." His wife. 
Ram said, has had bouts of fever over the past two 
weeks. 



A doctor who visited Khetolai after the tests 
told Ram his problems were caused by the intense 
summer heat. The mustachioed man. whose 
paunch is a sign of prosperity in this impoverished 
region ; thinks he knows belter. 

“It is the heat and the gas generated by the 
explosion that are causing this." Multana Ram 
said. The farmer remembers a dark brown cloud 
rising into the air and dust blowing into Khetolai 
for two hours on May 11, the day of the first tests. 

Indian authorities, both in New Delhi and in this 
remote and sparsely populated district 70 miles 
from the India-Pakisian border, insist that the 
explosions, which were carried out underground, 
pose absolutely no health risk. And the scorching 
temperatures are not confined to the area around 
the test site. 

As for property damage—people in Khetolai 
claim that 196 of their 262 stone-built homes were 
damaged by the shock waves—Shanker Lai 
Sharma. the region's highest-ranking government 
official, said he believes it may be an exaggeration 
to secure government aid. “If I had a crack in my 


Continued on page 2 


lions, the public sector is over- 
employed costing the state mil¬ 
lions of dinars. 

Asked about the reasons for 
this. Minister of Administrative 
Development Dr Bassam AI 
Umoush told The Star "work 
opportunities [in the public sec¬ 
tor] are offered according to 
defined schedules and of the 
needs of each ministry or pub¬ 
lic institution. However, in 
light of the economic situation, 
the government can't expand in 
creating new job opportunities 
nor it can totally cancel new 
vacancies." 

According to the Minister, 
the laying off people will jn no 
way affect productive employ¬ 
ees. “Certainly, thaw who have 
a bad record will be the ones 
to go. It also means that the 
whole process will be imple¬ 
mented according to a well 
thought out system." confirmed 
Dr Umoush. 

One of the suggestions to 
curtail additional expenses was 
to approve a two-day holiday. 
A recent opinion poll con¬ 
ducted by the Ministry 
revealed that about 70 percent 
of employees agree wilh the 
idea. “There was also another 
poll released by the Ministry of 
Finance, but naturally we don't 
build decisions on polls." Dr 
Umoush said, A comprehen¬ 
sive scientific study is the key 
to come up with a decision that 
gives consideration to all the 
dimensions regarding these 
proposals. 

Dr Umoush attributes the 
current eamomic situation 
which requires greater austerity 
measures, to the nature ol' Jor¬ 
dan’s economy. “Jordan is u 
country which depends, to a 
great extent, on externa! aid, 
and most of its economic aciiv- 



Al Umosh 


ides base their success on the 
Iraqi market, in terms of pro¬ 
moting output or exchanging 
commercial ties.” Meanwhile 
Iraq is still suffering from UN 
sanctions which is blocking 
free access of Jordanian prod¬ 
ucts to that country. 

In addition to this, lough 
measures imposed by Israel are 
hindering economic lies wilh 
our closest market, the Pales¬ 
tine National Authority, and 
this causes further losses for 
Jordanian manufacturers and 
exporters. 

What also worsens the situa¬ 
tion is that Jordan has been 
the resort for many Palestinians 
who immigrated from their 
homeland to the Kingdom in 
1948 and 1967. Moreover, the 
return of about half million 
expatriates from the Gulf, fol¬ 
lowing the war in 1990 has 
worsened the situation.. 

These factors have also 
helped to increase the average 
rale of unemployment in the 
country. 

“The minister who is enihu- 
Continued on page 2 
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Veterinary clinic doubles 
as education center 


By Karen Driscoll 

Spcciai to The Star 

WALKING AROUND in the metropoli¬ 
tan region I've noticed goats' cars which 
have been half cut off (they were *'too 
long" the shepherd boy told me), sheep 
with filthy undersides and tails, bleeding 
sores on donkeys’ legs, and emaciated 
horses pulling simple ploughs over rocky 
land hy the highway, but I'd never ima¬ 
gined the extent to which rural Jordanians 
use and depend on animals for their liveli¬ 
hoods. nor the extent to which the ani¬ 
mals often suffer. 

The Jordanian Society for the Protec¬ 
tion of Animals (JSPA) was formed in 
1988 under the auspices of London’s 
Socicry for the Protection of Animals 
Abroad, whose origins go back to 1923 
with the creation of the Society for the 
Protection of Animals in North Africa 
(SPANA). JSPA has two animal clinics, 
one in Wadi A! Sir and another in Deir 
Alla in the Jordan Valley, with a total of 
15 hard-working, dedicated employees. I 
recently visited the Wadi Al Sir clinic 
with a group or students from the Amman 
Baccalaureate School. 

As we climbed down from our bus. a 
team of vets from JSPA's Mobile Unit 
were on their way to farms and encamp¬ 
ments in the region to tend animals in 
need. 

While the students carried out a num¬ 
ber of well-organized tasks in animal core 
such as washing dogs, preparing home¬ 
made dog food, cutting up carrots for the 
horses and donkeys, translating brochures 
from Arabic into English, and painting 
cages with bright colors. 1 followed JSPA 
Vice President Margaret Ledger, Nadia 
Hamam. JSPA's Education Program's 
teacher, as well as a vet and his assistant 
around as they multi-Lasked in the moder¬ 
ately-sized clinic. 

The first patient we met was a stray 
dog which some people had cruelly 
amused themselves with by covering with 
fresh cement. The vets removed as much 


of the concrete as possible, but a great 
deal will have to be cut off as lhe hair 
grows back over the raw, irritated skin. 

One of the vets brought me around to 
the horse and donkey stalls. He told me 
that they Iosl a donkey yesterday, after 
tending it for over 10 hours. Even intra¬ 
venous fluids could not save the creature 
from death by apparent overwork* and 
dehydration. 

Several donkeys are presently at the 
clinic recovering from serious wounds 
and sores—some wriggling with mag¬ 
gots—and intestinal problems. 

A farmer brought his blind mule to the 
clinic in order to have it put down since it 
had become “useless.” The vets applied 
eye medicine and antibiotics in an attempt 
to save the creature's sight. 1 asked a vet 
the donkey's age. He looked at its teeth: 
around 16 years old. Donkeys can poten¬ 
tially live up to the age of 40. 

A man phoned the clinic asking for 
some ointment for his horse's tail. He 
was told to bring the animal in. The 
horse’s toil was in on extreme state of 
infection. A vet told me his team spent 
three hours ridding the tail of great peels 
of hair matted with manure, soil, and 
maggots. 

The problems are not always exclu¬ 
sively medical ones. Occasionally the 
clinic runs into some unusual situations. 
Ledger told us about a horse that had fal¬ 
len into a well. The owners could not get 
it out for three days. But the clinic res¬ 
cued it. 

At that moment, a grateful farmer came 
in a truck to pick up his horse which had 
been chewing strangely. The vets found 
that the horse had developed sores in its 
mouth from eating barley. The problem 
was that the animal's teeth needed rasp¬ 
ing and it couldn't chew properly. 

"Not all people who use the clinic have 
abused their animals. That gentleman, for 
example. He noticed that something was 
wrong and brought his animal here right 
away. Many people spot sores on their 
animals' backs, but are put off seeking 


medical advice because they need their 
animals on a daily basis to plough, haul 
water, or for transportation. Before long, 
the festering sores, caused hy chaffing 
and poor saddles which slip and slide, 
become severely ulcerated." 

Many people depend on their animals 
to make a living for their large families. 

JSPA ha* a Swap Program, whereby a 
recuperating work animal is temporarily 
replaced with one of the clinic’s healthy 
animals. 

JSPA has an arrangement with the Jor¬ 
danian Ministry of Education. Nadia 
Hamam. who works at the clinic as well 
as lectures in 40 government schools in 
villages up and down the valley, strives to 
teach children how to be humane tn ani¬ 
mals. A touching hlow-up of a photo¬ 
graph shows n village school class of 30 
children posing with a dog. “the first dog 
most of them had ever petted." said 
Ledger. 

“Kids need to Icam not to cut the ears 
and tails of stray dogs and cats, and not to 
throw stones at them,” she said. 

The irony was that outside the gate of 
the clinic, at that very moment, were four 
village boys who were taunting some of 
the dogs inside, one of the boys waving a 
stick threateningly and getting a thrill 
when one of the canines barked back and 
showed its fangs. 

“Forty schools is only a drop of water 
in the ocean when you think of the 3.000 
government schools here in Jordan.” Led¬ 
ger noted. 

JSPA is not funded in Jordan, although 
some pharmaceuticals arc donated. “It is 
a new page in the history of JSPA." said 
Ledger. “We arc starting a new campaign 
in order to become better known within 
the country. We encourage charily activi¬ 
ties which not only will raise money but 
will spread awareness about the humane 
treatment of animals." 

The clinic desperately needs gas anaes¬ 
thesia equipment, drips for curing dehy¬ 
dration. x-ray equipment, and an electro¬ 
cardiograph machine. It also needs to 



floor and tile its operating theater. 

“A private citizen graciously held a 
quiz night at his home recently, and 
raised JD 1200. Wc would love to see 
school-related fun-raising activities which 
would include many participants and be 
fun.” Ledger continued. 

The JSPA has many affiliations here in 
Jordan. Ledger is involved with the 
Hussein Clinic, where disabled children 
are meeting JSPA's animal friends. JSPA 
also h;ts an Adoption Program. We saw a 
donkey—originally brought to the Wadi 
Scir clinic with a serious case of mange— 
and her newborn daughter. 

. We watched a vet trim the back hooves 
of a horse. He suid the veterinary assist¬ 
ant arc in charge of training courses in 


saddle-making and farriery (horse¬ 
shoeing!. wfth a view to providing a 
means of education and livelihood to 
unemployed Jordanians. 

JSPA's cooperation with the Interna¬ 
tional League for Protection of Horses, 
the World Farriery Association, and 
Working Together for Equines led to the 
founding of the Jordanian Farriers' Asso¬ 
ciation in 1996. 

“Farriery is a dying an in Jordan.” said 
Ledger. “You wouldn’t believe how peo¬ 
ple shoe their animals-with rubber tires, 
with cement reinforcing nod—anything 
they can find—and with the incorrect 
nails.... these animals are in constant pain. 
People, think that animals don't feel, but 
you can see the anguish in their eyes. H B 


Minister speaks his mind 
on public sector reform 


Continued from page 1 

.siiLstic about leading a new era 
of change, said that the Minis¬ 
try of Administrative Develop¬ 
ment is a youthful one, estab¬ 
lished in 1994. and in its 
present form can only offer 
administrative consultation for 
ministries and government 
institutions. 

But if authorized to carry out 


more activity such as supervis¬ 
ing the performance of these 
institutions, it will then have a 
more vital and beneficial role. 

The Minister is concerned 
about the issue of unemploy¬ 
ment and is currently working 
on a proposal to hold a national 
conference to tackle this issue. 

Official statistics put the 
average rate of unemployment 
at 14.4 percent, but other 


sources, such as the Strategic 
Studies Center, estimate the 
figure at 24 percent or more. 

“Regardless of the real fig¬ 
ure, official or unofficial, the 
14.4 percent is not small, so we 
admit that there is a problem." 
Dr Umoush explained. 

But Jordan is not .the only 
country which suffers from this 
problem; it is a global one. “As 
for Jordan, this is the problem 


Issue of refugees get a look-in 


AMMAN. (Pctrai—American 
and Palestinian officials con¬ 
cerned with refugees' problems 
highly appreciated on Sunday 
Jordan's role in supporting Pal¬ 
estinian refugees and providing 
them with necessary relief and 
can: services. 

Ms Marguerite R. Houze. 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
from die US State Deportment's 
Bureau of Population, Refugees 
and Migration and Dr As'ad 
Abdel Rahman, member of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion lPLO)’s Executive Com- 
miucc in charge of refugees’ 
file, affirmed that the Jordanian 
leadership's concern with Pales¬ 
tinian refugees “has moved this 
issue from the sphere of money 
iind numbers to that of regarding 
the refugee as a human being 
with needs and rights." 

The two officials highlighted 


the necessity of concerting 
international efforts to bear the 
responsibility for Palestinian 
refugees so that the burden and 
complications of this problem 
are not only shouldered by a 
limited number of countries. 

Ms Houze, who headed the 
American delegation to the 
meeting of UNRWA Major 
Host and Donor Countries in 
Amman, said Jordan is an 
important voice in any discus¬ 
sion pertaining to UNRWA, 
and its views should be listened 
to carefully because it is host to 
the largest number of Palestin¬ 
ian refugees in the region. 

The American official stated 
that the US government’s sup¬ 
port of the UNRWA is solid 
and unwavering. The US 
announced last week an addi¬ 
tional £7 million contribution to 
UNRWA, bringing the total 


American contribution to 
UNRWA's 1998 Regular Pro¬ 
gram Budget to a record $77 
million. ]{is hoped that the VS 
action will encourage other 
donors to fulfill their obliga¬ 
tions and increase their contri¬ 
butions to the UNRWA. 

On his part. Dr Abdel Rah¬ 
man said the PLO strongly sup¬ 
ports Jordan's plan to improve 
the living conditions of the refu¬ 
gees within the context of social 
security package program, espe¬ 
cially as Jordanian officials. 
headed by His Majesty King 
Hussein and HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan. repeatedly stated 
their firm position against set¬ 
tling refugees in Jordan. Dr 
Abdel Rahman said the PLO 
welcomes any Arab effort to 
improve living conditions in 
Palestinian refugee camps. ■ 
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which affects every house, and 
that is why we wish tn organize 
the conference and all panics, 
associations. professional 
unions, parliament, ministries, 
academics, journalists, eco¬ 
nomic experts, lawyers, voca¬ 
tional training institutions and 
centers, can participate. 

The three-day conference, 
which will convene on 17 
August, will he a golden oppor¬ 
tunity for the private sector to 
participate in the open dialogue 
to solve this problem which 
continues to threaten the econ¬ 
omy in Jordan. 

Based upon much scientific 
study, the II working papers 
for discussion hope to achieve 
tangihie results. 

The Ministry advises that 
after the paper is presented, 
those parties wishing to com¬ 
ment. should provide alterna¬ 
tive answers to those currently 
on the table. This will enhance 
constructive dialogue during 
the conference. 

"One paper is expected to 
tackle the issue of unemploy¬ 
ment from a different angle, 
asking if it is really a combina¬ 
tion of a lack of vacancies and 
the economic situation, or is it 
purely because of what is 
termed as “a shame culture.” 
said Dr Umoush. If it is 
because of a shame culture— 
meaning that Jordanian won't 
shun certain jobs because of 
what they regard as menial— 
let any participant suggest ways 
of eliminating such concepts 
and speak about his experience 
in this regard. 

The Minister pointed out that 
“We depend to a large extent 
on the participation of the pri¬ 
vate sector." 

Having a total of about 
25.000 privately-owned estab¬ 
lishments. The minister sug¬ 
gests that if every company 
volunteers to offer at least one 
vacancy, then 25.000 new job 
opportunities could be created. 

This idea itself would he a 
great achievement. ■ 


Press body braces itself for 
a tough law 


Continued from page 1 

Mr Sharif added that the wc 
agreed on some articles and 
rejected many others, and he 
pointed out that the government 
promised to cancel an article 
giving the director of the PPD 
the authority to ask for assis¬ 
tance from the police to raid 
newspapers. 

A new requirement is a hank 
deposit from each paper. (JD 
100.0 W for, dailies and JD 
50.000 lor weeklies) against 
violations. So each time courts 
convict them, the penalty would 
he deducted immediately from 
their bank accounts. 

However, the government 
promises the JPA To decrease 
the capital requirement for the 
weeklies from JD 300.000 to 
150.000. whilst the dailies it is 
up to JD 500.000. These are 
paid and not registered capital. 

Violations may also be tried 
under different laws, not neces¬ 
sarily press and publication law. 
but under the Penal Code and by 
the Stare Security Court 

Another article states that if 
the chief editor is absent From 
his office for two months or 
goes abroad for the same period 
of time, he could he disqualified 
by the Press and Publication 
Dept, unless he explains himself 
to the PPD Director. AH deci¬ 
sions arc at the discretion of the 
Director. 

Also, the Chief Editor must 
have a minimum of 10 years 
experience and he a member of 
Press Association. Their will be 
no distinction between “Respon¬ 
sible Chief Editor” and "Chief 
Editor" as there is at present. 

The draft also canceled the 
article in the current law that 


requires the government to sell 
its financial shares in the two 
mainstream dailies, currently 
standing at 62 percent and 32 
percent in Al Rai and Ad Dus- 
lour respectively. The draft also 
gives the government the oppor¬ 
tunity to establish its own news¬ 
papers, something •: which is 
banned under the current law. 

In a dear violation to the 
authority of the JPA, the draft 
law also allows editors working 
in the official niedia like lhe Jor¬ 
dan television and radio, to 
become members of the associa¬ 
tion. In addition non members 


of the JPA will -be prohibited 
from working as correspondents 
with foreign media and press. 

MPs, professional association 
members and the press body are 
angry, and say that if adapted it 
would mean att end to the pro¬ 
fession as we know it. 

Many top journalists are say- 
ihg that it would be much better 
to stick, to 1993 Press Law. The 
Government have being saying 
that it warns to introduce a draft 
law that would be modem and 
in-line widrthe times, but these 
proposals seem ip be going in 
the opposite direction; M 


Popular sectors and 
government on edge 

Continued from page 1 


press. 

“Despite His Majesty's 
insistence on the necessity for 
discussing the draft law with 
the concerned parties before 
presenting it to Parliament, the 
government have not dis¬ 
cussed it with the deputies 
concerned,” said Navcf Mola 
who heads the Lower House 
National Guidance Committee 
which will examine the draft 
law before presenting it to the 
Lower House. 

Despite his refusal to com¬ 
ment on press reports regard¬ 
ing the articles of the draft, he 
criticized what he termed ns 
the secret methods in which 
the government dealt with an 
important issue like the draft 
law. said Mola. a former head 
of the Press and Publication 
Dept. 

And Lower House deputy 
Abdel Karim Al Doghmi. a 
former minister of justice 
believes that there is no need 
Tor a new press law since the 
current law (of 1993] is bal¬ 
anced. modern and satisfies all 


the professional and demo¬ 
cratic needs. 

_ Political panics and human 
rights organizations also 
voiced deep concern on the 
democratic process if the pub¬ 
lished draft law become a 
status quo and not ratified by 
the Parliament.■ 


Join th e lottery 


Continued from page 1 

The prices of tickets contribute 
to the social service that the 
charity provides. The. lottery is 
also one way of creating jobs 
for lhe unemployed. 

“I still have lottery cards 
from two years ago. in turn ! 
have a proportion of each 
amount I self said Yousef 
Radi, a lottery peddler. 

”1 take the rest of the tickets 
hack io those that are responsi¬ 
ble before the draw, otherwise. 
I would have to pay for the 
missing tickets.” But Radi 
himself has been drawn to the 
lottery fever. 

"Each time I buy three or 
four cards, but all I have won 
so far is simple prizes, but 
never mind, I will continue." 
he says mischcviously. 

“f become very nervous 
when I watch the wheels of 
numbers turn around, fearing 
that I already sold the wining 
ticket to somebody else." Radi 
adds. 

The first lottery was estab¬ 
lished in the Kingdom in .1972. 


“In those days the price of 
the ticket was 250 GIs while 
first prize reached JD 5.000” 
said Mr Suheil Ai Haddid, 
director of lottery at the Gen¬ 
eral Union of the Charitable 
Societies (GUCS). 

Since 1972 until now, noth- 
ing has changed in the running 
of The lottery, except the tag 
price of lottery tickets have 
gone up. as. well as the cash 
prizes! of course. Al Haddid 
points out that the demand for 
tickets differs from one period 
to another. 

"It's good to support chari¬ 
table work, but if you are sin¬ 
cere, you can develop a more 
intimate relationship with the 
needy instead of using techni¬ 
cal -methods” says Dr Hani 
Abd Al Rahman, a-professor in 
educational administration at 
the University of Jordan. 

"We need to show that the 
economic differences have nor 
destroyed the social dimen¬ 
sions," Dr Hani. who has 
never bought a lottery ticket, 
suggests. ■ 




For the 
Record 


Prince Hassan chairs ? 
meeting on Higher 
Education 

Ramtha (Petra!—His Royals* 
Highness Crown Prince Hassat*’ 
Sunday underscored the need to 
invest in human coital in the 
framework of new ideas that 
can be implemented and arc 
based on a comprehensive per¬ 
spective. Prince Hassan. who 
was speaking at a meeting he 
presided over at the Jordanian 
University of Science and 
Technology. (JUST) and 
devoted to discuss future policy 
of higher education in Jordan 
said human dignity should he 
the objective of development 
which should thrive in a com¬ 
prehensive outlook based on 
dialogue, integration and a sci¬ 
entific and practical research. 
The meeting Is the first of fou£& 
meetings designed to provide Jv . 
higher education development 
plan with information on the 
needs of the higher education 
sector through lhe participation 
of all parties involved in higher 
education institutions. 

Representatives of die public 
and private universities and 
other educationalists will he 
taking part in these meetings. 

The Crown Prince stressed the 
need for harmony between the 
input and output of higher edu¬ 
cation and to bridge the gap 
between higher education lor 
the society's requirements. His 
Highness called for making use 
of the available opportunities of 
foreign financing for education 
activities in the country poini-^ 
ing to the European plans if* 
support industrial education 
and teacher qualification pro¬ 
grams. Prince Hassan also 
pointed to the Canadian pro¬ 
gram to develop vocational 
education and Lhe World 
Bank's willingness to fund 
overall education reform pro¬ 
cess. The Crown Prince called 
for establishing a center for 
policies dialogue and the 
resumption of national dialogue 
geared to reach a consensus on 
policies based on accurate and 
. objective information. 

Jordan Membership 

Vienna (Petra)—The Permit 
neni Council of the Vicnn^ 
based Organization or Security 
and ' Cooperation in Europe 
approved Jordan's membership 
in the organization in response 
to its request to join, the organi¬ 
zation. Ionian^ ambassador to 
Austria ami Its pfeririiiiieiii rep- _ 
resemfllSve to’ the UN. Dr 
Mazen Araiouti made intensive . 
contacts with the organization 
and ambassadors of its member 
countries to guarantee their 
support to the Jordanian request 
to join the organization. The 
new membership will provide 
Jordon with an opportunity to 
improve its image and position 
especially in fields relating to 
security and cooperation. gi 
Jordan will also have the 
right to take part in speciar mis¬ 
sions to regions where conflicts 
prevail, elections monitoring as 
well as dialogues that aim at 
enhancing European- 

Mediterranean cooperation. 

Justice Minister visit. 
Amman. (Petraj—Minister of 
Justice Riyad Shaka’a began a 
several-day official visit to 
areas of the Palestinian 
National Authority io hold talks 
"with Palestinian' officials on 
judicial cooperation between 
Jordan and the PNA. During 
his visit which comes in 
response to an invitation from 
-the Palestinian Justice Minister. 

Mr Shuku'a will also discuss 
ways of providing support 
consultation to the Palestinian 
side in the various .judicial 
fields. 

MajaJi, Abdd-rahim 
meeting 

Gaza. (Petra)—Jordan's repre¬ 
sentative at the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
Ziyad Majali conferred on Sun¬ 
day with Palestinian Presi¬ 
dency's Secretary-Genera! 
Tayyeb Abdel Rahim on 
latest efforts exerted to end the 
stalemate in the peace process 
caused by the Israeli intransi¬ 
gent politics. Voice of Pales¬ 
tine Radio said the Jordanian 
and ■Palestinian officials 
exchanged views on the results 
of the American partiamentary 
delegation's tour in the re$' 
in addition- to issues of 
mon interest. 






Residents near nuclear test area report health woes 


Continued from page I 

house." Shnrmu said. "1 could 
blame it on the explosion, too.” 

M.C. Vyas. the chief physi¬ 
cian at Pokarun's government 
hospital, spent .seven days tour¬ 
ing villages around the test site 
soon after the explosions but 
said he found nothing drasti¬ 
cally different. Classic symp¬ 
toms of radiation sickness from 
lesser exposure include nausea 
and vomiting immediately after 
the exposure followed about 
two or three weeks kucr by 
infections ami pinpoint spots of 
bleeding under the skin. 

Since May II. local teacher 


5urej Karan furotnt has tabu¬ 
lated reports of up to 100 peo¬ 
ple taken ill in Chacha. Kheto 
lai. Lathi and three other 
villages near the Poknran 
range. Other people agree that 
there has been a surge io health 
problems _ even if they hesitate 
in pinning the blame on the. 
nuclear blasts. 

"Seventy-five percent orthe 
people here have been affected, 
but it's not consistent." said 
Hari Ram, 22,. whose diploma 
as a school physical education • 
instructor makes him one of." 
Khetolai's best-educated 
residents. -. • > 

On the porch of the village's • 


dairy cooperative. Ladhu Ram. 
60. resplendent in a floppy 
white turban, was sitting with 
Some of his neighbors -as the 
purity and water content of the 
milk taken from local cows was' 
analyzed in glass tubes. "| am 
short of breath, my eyes are 
watering, and my hands itch-1 
can't sleep at night," he said. 

Like many other people in 
this part of Rajasthan. India’s 
hottest and most' arid. . stale. 
Ladha. Ram. laughed a: -jfie 
explanation from government 
offisials that. his., symptoms 
.were-caused by the weather 
L "Ibis bomb they set off ftfe. 

was .not.a holiday firecracker." 


he pointed out. 

. The nuclear, tests were enor¬ 
mously popular with lhe Indian 
public, hut in the villages clos¬ 
est to the blast site, the explo¬ 
sions are more likely to be cited 
as a cause of misfortune. 

. ; "They say these tests are 
right for the country," Sham- 
shudeert said as be showed the 
cracked walls of his. bouse to 
-..visitors,.."But we'pqopIe,wbo 
: live here.have to put-up.with aH 
. -these things. It's .not 'right for 
us."B . 

. LA Times- Wasfuhgtnn^tt 
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acUve, y considered ' iS r *** 
among judicial circles. 

7™er Hikaujt 0 f the 
H 'gner Judicial Council 
said that to the very nea r 

future there would be the 
selling up of a court that 
deals exclusively with 
press and publications. 

Hiicmar. who also heads' 
the Cessation Court, says 
ihat he believes that the 
solutions to the problems' 
or the press lies within 
the press body, itseif. 
adding that journalists’ 

SSSSLSE? Takermn* . .. 

pointed out that “he ' 

hoped that the journalist wouldn'x .be transferred to the 

courts except in cases in which it Is deserved." 

Parliamentary session 

■ The extraordinary session of the Lower House of Par¬ 
liament is to start on 6 June, after a Royal Decree was 
issued this week. Observers say that this parliamentary 

* S lke,y 10 fae a hot one sim P { y because of *32: 
draft laws, most important of which is the one concern¬ 
ing press and publications. 

Municipalities - 

■ In debr. A recent study showed that most-of the munic¬ 

ipal and rural affairs’ councils are in debt, and badly in 
need of restructuring. The study which is carried out by 
the Local Councils Committee suggests that the best way 
to .improve the public services provided- to. people 
inrough out the Kingdom is to merge the local councils 
into no more than 50 municipalities. This is an issue that 
is on the agenda of. the Ministry of "Municipalities, and 
Rural Affairs. The study found some otfier. interesting 
facts. The percentage of employees who have a univer¬ 
sity degree is no more that five percent, those who have a 
diploma is nine percent, but a massive 8ti percent for: 
those who have an education below a.Secondary School 
Certificate.. • .* ' ......... 

Telephones 

* 1* seems that there is going td. be'great changes at the ' 
Jordan Telecommunication Co., (JTC); For one thing it is 
going to start providing a telephone.'mobile service. 
According to JTC Chairman Walid A1 Duwejld. this is 
definite, but he did not specify why. However the excite-/ 
ment should reach over the-top for people whq have no 
telephones. Again, and according to Mr Duweik. there 
will be more than one million telephone lilies by .the end .. 
of the year.' •• '■ •;.V •' ...' V ; • . • •/ 

r. 

' * The ceUing altoWance, of ppqfcftppiljes isto.mcrca^eto 
JD 80 per. morim, according to the Mraisier of Social 
Development Mohammad Kheir Mamsar. He said that 
there .won'tixr any changes concerning the low interest 
loans which the Ministry gives to those who want to start 
productive and investment projects. These free T interest 
loans arepaM during a 10-year period. . . 

Taxis ' :..:y ■ y 

■ The Ministry of interior is to give licenses to 20 more 
taxi firms within the next two months according to what 
is regarded as a . new system of operations. First, of all 
licences will only be given to finiis who have more than - 
a fixed number of taxis. For instance, in Amman, hew 
firms must have at. least 70 taxis registered on their 
hooks, for Zerqa and Irbid, the number of taxis goes - 
down to 50, while ia the rest of the gbvemorates, only 
those firms with 25 cars would be given a license to oper¬ 
ate. Furthermore the cars must be of the latest models.: 
What is.new also is that all cars would be equipped with 

u radio system, to facilitate communications between the 
driver and the firm. The purpose of thiyis to' increase the 
workload. In addition to that only drivers who are above ; 
25 years-old will be given license. However, the age 
limit is 60. 

Melons 

■ The wonders of Melons. The Jordanian truck loads of 
melons that were waiting on the border to go into Leba¬ 
non have been turned back, after more than two weeks. 
Three refrigerated trucks were not allowed entry into 
Lebanon because it was argued that they were violating 
the Jordan-Lebanese Trade ProtocbL Officials at the 
Agricultural Marketing Corp are. trying to playdown the . 
incident and have since said that the melons are in a^good 
condition and are being soldT at the local market. They 
pointed out that press reports that 50 percent of the mel¬ 
ons have been spoilt, wa&simply not true. 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson inspects the units of the Royal Special Forces, Tuesday. On arrival, he wai 
met tty His Royal Highness Prince Abdallah, who is the commander of the Special Forces. 

/ . . gam 

A cultural edifice in 

downtown Amman 


By Xbtisam Awadat 

Special to The Star 

AMMAN IS divided into two 
parts, .east;, and , wesL The 
western port means rich 
neighborbbods, grand villas, 
wide and clean streets as well 
as dUTerenr cultural centers. In 
the eastern side of the capital 
the situation is a lot different. 
There arc poor districts. 

’ unorganized buildings 

crowded streets, and nowhere 
to spend your free time. 

However the eastern side of 
the city is rich with ancient 
culture. The downtown for 
example is enthused with relics 
of the post like the Roman 
Theater, .the great A1 Husseini 
Mosque and the, Ras AJ E&i 
.area.'.. 

''••Since 1995;. the Greater 
Amman MumcipaHty (GAM) 
•has set. upon developing the 
neglected spaces. "We want to 
-bring life back to these areas" 
sad GAM's Mayor Dr 
Mamdouh AI Abadi. during a 
tour for journalists to the 
different parts of Ras Al Ein 
project which is spaced out bn 
140 dunums. 

. .The executed parts of. the 
plan bad been inaugurated by 
His Majesty King Hussein. 



m. 

f i 

-""V'-C "-6:: 

\..... h ?> - 
t&r': i 

■ -| 


they include: The City Hall 
building which was opened to 
the public in November 1996 
on the occasion of His 
Majesty’s birthday. 

The design of the building 
reflects the architectural 


heritage of ihe arcu. The richly 
decorated JD 3 million hail has 
different galleries and also 
houses the administrative 
section of AGM that is 
surrounded bv huge palm 
trees. 



Bui 

connected to the 
City Hall by a 
bridge is 

another great 
edifice, a Targe 
building for the 
rest of the 
employees of 
the Greater 
Amman 

Municipality. It 
costs JD 6 
million. 

The 

construction of 
the GAM 
complex in Ras 
Al Ein has 
greatly 

contributed to 
the cultural 
rejuvenation of 
east Amman. 
Above all. it has 
provided an 
opportunity for 
the people to 
spend their time 


in what is called the 
"Fountains Yard." in that it 
includes 19 water fountains 
amidst wide green areas. 

“We have tried to keep to 
the identity of the area, since 
Ras Al Ein (source of water in 
Arabic) was a well-known and 
a rich place for the supply of 
water." Dr Abadi added. 

During the celebration of the 
52 anniversary of 
Independence Day. King 
Hussein laid the cornerstone to 
the up and coming pans of the 
project. A mosque, named Al 
Noorayn and designed 

according to Islamic 
architecture, will he built and 
will have a capacity for 2000 
people.” 

This will be coupled with 
building the Ras Al Ein 
Cultural Center that will 
provide cultural and 

educational services. Such a 
center will have a public 
library, galleries, a large 
auditorium in addition to the 
other services which include 
bookshops, and a car park. 

Finally, a national museum 
will he established to display ; 
antiquities of the Kingdom.! 


‘A Cry for Nature’ 

to save environment 


By Star Staff Writer 

JORDAN FACES many 
ecological problems- Experts 
and concerned people are 
busily searching for solutions 
to attempt to * prevent the 
deterioration of . the 
environment in Jordan. 

Titled “A Cry for Nature" a 
campaign ■ was launched last 
Saturday under the patronage 
of Her Majesty Queen Noor. 
This environmental campaign 
is organized by the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of 
Nature (RSCN), and will Iasi 
till the.end of 1998. 

"Because of its location 
between three continents. 
Jordan, has a variety of 
habitats." said Anis Moasher 
president of the RSCN. the first 
nongovernmental organization 
of its kind to be established in 
the region, in 1966. 

“In the last 100 years, .we 
tost different species in Jordan, 
and we ortairily. could lose 
more unites we do something. 


said Mr Moasher. 

Studies carried out by the 
RSCN. show ihar more than 20 
differenl kinds or animals have 
become extinct. These include 
the Arabian Leopard, the 
Syrian Brown Bear and the 
Blue-Necked Ostrich. If action 
is not taken quickly many 
others could face a similar fntc. 
Also exotic plants have 
disappeared ns 10 million 
hectares of fertile land have 
been turned into arid deserts nr 
forests of cement, similar to 
what happened in Shmeisani 
and Abdoun. In addition, most 
of the rivers have ■ become 
either polluted or dried up 
because of illegal uses. 

"Our region contains rare 
species of plants, that’s why 40 
years ago. expens came hack to 
this area looking for a solution 
when the wheat crops were 
affected by'a strange disease." 

"I believe that without 
nature, mankind will have no 
future. That is why we have to 
increase public awareness of 


nature” said Mr Chris Johnson. 
RSCN director of conservation. 

“Increase in population of 
Jordan (estimated to be 4.5 
percent in the last 15 years) is 
considered to he one of the 
highest in the world.” Johnson 
emphasized the necessity for 
searching for more resources to 
protect the ecosystems in 
Jordan. 

"Regardless of all the 
familiar henefitx of animals and 
planus. 25 pcrcenL of our 
medicine is derived Tram plants 
which reflect the urgent need 
for a loud cry for help.” 
Johnson explained. 

A Cry for Nature is a call for 
everyone. It is a mutual 
responsibility between the 
public and private sectors, 
organizations and individuals, 

“It is a team effort and a 
joint strategy in which the 
whole society participates in,” 
Johnson concluded. 

RSCN’s mission is to protect 
wildlife and the natural habitat 
of Jordan in nrUer'to promote a 


greater understanding of the 
environment. 

"The society is currently 
responsible for six major 
reserves covering over 1000 
square kilometers." said Dr 
Khaltd Irani, director general of 
the RSCN. 

Breeding endangered species 
to save them from extinction is 
one of the objectives of the 
RSCN. Meanwhile, the society 
has been able to raise the 
Arabian Oryx. Gazelle. Ibex 
and other species. 

‘That doesn't mean we have 
no concerns for our Jordanian 
citizens in the protected areas.” 
Mr Irani continued. "Our goal 
is to reach a balance between 
the needs of wildlife and the 
needs of people through the 
development of large-scale 
conservation programs.” Mr 
Irani pointed out that the 
purpose of such programs is to 
integrate environmental 
protection with the 
socio-economic development 
of society.! 
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'This should buy roc even more time!* 


Our 


Sending an Arab message to Israel 


AMMAN HAS been the center of intense diplomatic activity this week aimed 
at 'preparing the ground for the holding of an emergency Arab summit to deal 
with the current stalemate in the Middle East peace process. The visit by Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdallah Ben Abdel Aziz to Jordan and his talks with His Ma¬ 
jesty King Hussein and Crown Prince Hasson, along with his meeting with vis¬ 
iting US Undersecretary of State for Political Affairs Thomas Pickering, un¬ 
derscore the importance of efforts being exerted to formulate a united Arab 
stand to face Israeli intransigence. 

There is an agreement among Arab states that holding an Arab summit has 
become a necessity as the region faces the threat of a political upheaval trig¬ 
gered by Israel’s refusal to honor its obligations and commitments. The Mid¬ 
dle East peace process, which has been pinned down for the last 15 months, 
appears to have reached a point of total collapse. US efforts to mediate be¬ 
tween the Palestinians and the Israelis have failed to bear fruits, although the 
Palestinians have accepted the latest American proposals. 

The stalemate is already creating a sense of frustration and despair in the re¬ 
gion which in effect promises to lead to confrontations and violence in the Oc¬ 
cupied Territories. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's defiant policies are 
pushing the entire region on to a road that will lead to violence and chaos. His 
policies appear to aim at deconstructing the peace process and catapulting the 
region into a cycle of violence and counter-violence. 

fn the face of such threats, the Arab world, which took the historic decision 
of supporting the Arab-lsraeii peace process on the basis of the exchange of 
land for peace, must now give its response to Israel's irresponsible policies 
and draw up a new strategy. The summit should also prove that a united Arab 
front exists—this is the message that both Washington and Tel Aviv must re¬ 
ceive. 

Disagreements over summit agenda and structure must not hamper efforts to 
convene the summit. This is why we welcome Jordan's announcements that it 
is ready to attend the Arab summit. 

The US, which has a special responsibility, must make its position clear. 
There is every reason io believe that Washington is working closely to save 
what could be termed as the Iasi chance for the peace process. In that regard, 
the Arabs will be watching carefully what Washington does over the coming 
few days. 

Israel, under Netanayhu, has made a dangerous reversal in its position and 
has reneged on its promises and agreements. Such actions must not be allowed 
to succeed without a price. The Israelis must be made to understand that they 
stand to lose too, if the peace process collapses M 




PNA President Arafat and Jordanian Minister of Justice Riad Al Shako' in Gaza, 
Tuesday. The high pont of discussion was the peace process. 
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A misplaced faith in 


Nuclear deterrence 


By Kenneth J. Cooper and John 
Ward Anderson 


AS THEY engage in a second Cold War. 
lwtta and Pakistan have been guided by an 
optimistic reading of the bygone Cold 
War's histo ry that assmnes mutual posses¬ 
sion of pwrVftr weaponry automatically 
prevents nuclear war, just as it ultimately 
did during four Hwate of confrontation 
between the United States and former So¬ 
viet Union. 

While placing faith in the effectiveness 
of unclear deterrence, leaders of the two 
hostile neighbors on the Indian subconti¬ 
nent also expect to avoid other, da maging 
side effects of the US-Soviet conflict- such 
as the spiraling rr » c< ‘ ; and escalating ten¬ 
sions resulting from an aims race to estab¬ 
lish a strategic edge. 

India and Pakistan, for the most port by¬ 
standers to the Cold War. also have under¬ 
estimated the impact That nationalistic pas¬ 
sions and fears of being obliterated, once 
unleashed, can have in a nudearized rival¬ 
ry. Rather than risks, the nations mostly 
see national security in nuclear arms. 

These shared perspectives are based 
partly on an understanding that two of the 
world's poorest nations cannot easily af¬ 
ford to spend billions of dollars on nuclear 
weapons and expensive military systems to 
deliver them. 

In the case of India, the altitude is also 
based on a one-sided view of the develop¬ 
ing nation as “dedicated to peace," in the 
words of Prune Minister Alai BShari Vaj¬ 
payee, even though modem India has the 
world's fourth-largest mintary and has of¬ 
ten bullied its smaller neighbors. 

"They say they won't go through the 
same (kind of) Cold War. but they are hu¬ 
man and they've made strategic mistakes 
in the past," said Stephen P. Cohen, a 
South Asa specialist who teaches at the 
University of Illinois. “They are no worse 
than us. but no better, and the stakes are 
very high." 

Scott a political scientist at Stan¬ 
ford University, said: “They are taking 
only the positive aspects of the past experi¬ 
ence and saying they'll ropy that, and 
they're assuming they'll avoid the negative 
aspects. There's no reason only the good 
news of the past will repeat itself.** 

In particular. Sagan warned that avoid¬ 
ing nuclear war cannot be taken for grant¬ 
ed: “It's like walking on thin ice. The fact 
that the United States and Soviets did it 
once during the Cold War should not give 
anyone confidence that it can be dime 
again.” 

India and Pakistan have managed to 
leave themselves a couple of plausible 
ways out of a second Cold War. 

Vajpayee's government has" dropped 
hints that India might be willing to sign the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, or make 
a similar international agreement, if the 
rest of the world recognizes the ration as a 
declared nuclear power. 

Pakistan would sign the test-ban treaty 
almost immediately if India did likewise, 
according to Foreign Minister Gobar Ayub 
Khan. India and Pakistan said they were 
wiDing Io resume bilateral negotiations 
that stalled last year over the divided Him¬ 
alayan territory of Kashmir, which both 
nations claim as their own. The talks could 
resume in mid-July, when Vajpayee and 
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif are 
scheduled to attend a meeting of Sooth 
Asian leaders io Sri Lanka. 

In addition, leaders of Western industri¬ 
alized nations plan to meet soon to develop 
an initiative to avert a nuclear-arms race in 
South Asia. 

But the international and regional efforts 
come too late to stop the escalation India 
and Pakistan have engaged in an arms race 
since 1974. when India conducted hs first 
nuclear test 



The intensified competition that this 
month led both rations to openly cross the 
nuclear threshold began in 1995. when the 
Indian government, ted by the Congress 
Party, prepared for an underground nuclear 
lest-with an election approaching but scut¬ 
tled its plans in the face of US pressure. 

fn their recent vows not to repeat the 
worst of the Cold War. die governments of 
India and Pakistan have ignored their pre¬ 
vious competition to develop nuclear arms 
and missile systems to deliver them. 

“India shall not engage in an arms race. 
India shall also not subscribe (to] or rein¬ 
vent the doctrines of the Cold War,’* Vaj¬ 
payee's government declared last week m 
a statement to Parliament. 

“The answer for us lies in nuclear deter¬ 
rence." Shamshad Ahmad. Pakistan's top 
career diplomat, said after the nation’s sec¬ 
ond round of nuclear tests. It is not our 
purpose to enter into an arms race.The his¬ 
tory of the Cold War showed that such dis¬ 
astrous races arc counterproductive and 
definitely not sustainable." - 

Gbafoor Ahmad, deputy leader of a fun¬ 
damentalist Islami c parly m Pakistan, said 
in an Interview, “I don't think there is any 
danger of nuclear war beca use nuclear 
weapons are a deterrent to war." 

Gbafoor Ahmad is among opinion- - 
makers in both countries who view nuclear 
weapons as peacekeepers, even oo a tense 
subcontinent where communal passions 
have been known periodically to race out 
ofcontrol 

“It keeps peace," Bharat Karaad, an In¬ 
dian analyst, sad recently on a television 
talk show. 

After India conducted underground nu¬ 
clear tests in May. government officials 
said .they expected Pakistan to do likewise. 
But as more than two weeks passed, mem¬ 
bers of Vajpayee's Hindu nationalist Bha- ' 
ratiyn Janata Party began crowing that 
maybe the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
coaid not muster the necessary technology 
or would be bought off by a gemerous aid 
package from the Clinton admtiristratioo. 

With Pakistan's first detonation of nu¬ 
clear devices Thursday, followed by an¬ 
other, the mood cha n ged in New Delhi, the ' 
capital of the world's second-most- 
populous country. 

Jubilation disappeared among members 
of India's edocated elite who had cheered 
its nuclear tests of 11 May and 13 May as 


a bold expression of national pride. One 
Western diplomat reported that fear bad re¬ 
placed glee in the eyes of Indian cowork- 
ers. ' 

Opposition members of Pa rit aacnt, pre¬ 
viously hesiiam to criticize -a pofiticaHy 
popular move, are now acagag Vajpay¬ 
ee's go v ern m ent of precipitate^ mi omi¬ 
nous arms race that a.bad. promised io 
avoid. 

Before last Thursday, Indian officials 
had at times a ppe as e d to krterestisaatefoe 
risks of imhamriesol foefear ceaOid, k 
scenario that bad p rompted the Unfed 
States and the former ^kreier Union te>_sn- 
stail elaborate systems of connaad .and 
control ova - their nuclear animals. 

Jaswant Singh, a member of a task foecc 
drafting plans for a aatkmal-securi&HGaea- 
cfl that is to develop India's nnctoardoc- 
irine. had dismissed a fionaga reporter's 
questions about a specrafized n e mman ri 
and cannot amaare as “a matter of de- 
tail." . ... ... .. . 

“We are not repfctiaiigfoc^cxptaiewoe 
of the West," Singh ex plain e d tforiaga 
news conference ai thef-oreign Correspond 
denis’ Oab in New Deftri. "Therefore, 
what iheT¥ea^»Hs&»cted Sj t 

mea t of ifeeir arsenals is ool wfea^faeKare^ J 

quiiCS. ._ ' ^ _ * 4 a 

"The word •atseaaT.is inapplicable." ’ 

Despite SUch rte prak, rmtinrw Kgtw- -p«c_ _ 
sons already have contributed to sfaapu$ 
the midear-arms race between India mid 
Pakistan. . 

Prime Minister Sharif ordered Paki¬ 
stan's tests despite-knowing dial foe &H 
force of economic sanctions could drive - 
his country into bankruptcy. A -poop of 
Paltistani newspaper editors he consulted 
beforehand acknowledged -foe economic ; 
collapse of the former Soviet Union as a 
relevant lesson of the Cold War tint none- 
theless voted overwbebnn^fy for foe gpv- 
a am e ut to proceed wflfa tests. ' 

Reacting to Pakistan’s response to In¬ 
dia's tests, Bal Thackeray, who leads a. 
Hindu nationalist partner in foe 14-party 
coalition gover nment urged India to pro¬ 
duce .a devastating^ powerful type of nu- ■ 
dearweapoo—bydrogenbomhs. 

Cooper reported from New Delhi, An¬ 
derson from Islamabad. Pakistan. ■ 


LA Times^washington Post 
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After India’s tests, and 


now 


By Teresita C Schaffer 
and Howard B. Schaffer 


WASHINGTON—With its 
much-amici pated nuclear tests 
Thursday and Saturday. Paki¬ 
stan now joins India in the in¬ 
ternational nuclear doghouse. 
This is a dangerous develop¬ 
ment. but not because it reveals 
new capabilities or changes the 
lodo-Pakistani power relation¬ 
ship. It does neither. 

The fall out the region now 
faces is political India and Pa¬ 
kistan were accustomed to a 
certain level of verbal saber- 
rattling and “controlled ten¬ 
sion" across the line separating 
their forces in Kashmir. With 
the bombs out of the basement, 
both governments now are 
straining to prove that the tests 
have improved their security. 
Ironically, they will have a hand 
lime making that case. 

Meanwhile, Indian Home 
Minister L. K. Advani's heavy- 
handed mid-May wanting to 
Pakistan about Kashmir. Paki¬ 
stan's involvement in the Kash¬ 
mir insurgency and both coun¬ 
tries’ missile programs catty 
heavier messages than they did 
last month—and present far 
greater risks io the peace of foe 
area. 

The US government has ap¬ 
plied foe sanctions hs law re¬ 
quires. Two other issues now 
need u> take center stage: re¬ 
ducing the risk of acddemal 
war in South Asia and con¬ 


straining India and Pakistan 
against further proliferation. 

India and Pakistan both in¬ 
tend to manage their bilateral 
differences without war. How¬ 
ever. at least twice in the past 
deca d e, military exercises have 
led to miscalculations on both 
sides. The resulting crises came 
uncomfortably close to spiral¬ 
ing out of control. Following 
the 1990 crisis. India and Paki¬ 
stan took bilateral measures to 
discourage a recurrence. 

With fresh problems on the 
lndo-Pakistani scene, die safe¬ 
guards of 1990 atrophied. It is 
lime to try again. The United 
States has extensive experience 
with both nuclear and conven¬ 
tional risk reduction. It should 
engage m a serious dialogue 
with India and Pakistan on 
how. precisely, they can pre¬ 
vent misunderstandings with 
cataclysmic consequences. This 
dialogue should include advice 
on how we have been able to 
communicate about nuclear Is¬ 
sues as well as how military 
forces can avoid accidental 
con Hi cl Notification of exer¬ 
cises. management of military 
flights, organization and orien¬ 
tation of military exercises, reg¬ 
ular use of hot lines—(here is a 
long Ha from which the coun¬ 
tries can draw. Russian partici¬ 
pation in this effort world 
make it stronger and more rea¬ 
listic. 

China needs to change its 
traditional detached attitude to¬ 


ward South Asian security is¬ 
sues. It is part of the problem 
and needs to become pari of the 
solution. Since the 1990 crisis. 
China has signed bothtbe Non- 
proliferation Treaty and the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Trea¬ 
ty. A Sioo-liKSan dialogue lo 
parallel the one between India 
and Pakistan—again, both nu¬ 
clear and conventional—would 
strengthen foe security of the 
region. It also might help India 
to accept constraints on its nu¬ 
clear and missile programs. 
China is also uniquely placed 
to persuade Pakistan to do its 
part for a workable- South 
Asian risk-red action arrange-' 
meat. 

On' foe nonproliferation 
front, foe key is to deter nuclear 
and missile "leakage" from In¬ 
dia and Pakistan. The tests can¬ 
not be undone.. India mid Paki¬ 
stan now need to act as if they 
were members of the full range 
of nonproliferation a g ree ment s. 
The United Stales should seek 
their undertaking not to. export - 
sensitive mzelear materials, to 
cap foe production of new 5s-' 
safe material and wx to test fur¬ 
ther. We should seek similar, 
undertakings with respect to 
missiles. India's snteaKtBs on 
these subjects have been an- 
inguous thus far. Beyond writ- - 
rwi commit meat s, the. United ■ 
States must make dear that/ 
booming them is critical- Tic 
primary c on ce rn is with behav¬ 
ior, not with p rnmaes . Russia, 


China -and Japan shoeid join 
this effort other interested 
countries should support ft. 

These short-term measures 
would make the region and the 
■world me a sura bly safer than 
they are now. To rmke these, 
-security gains endure, the Unit¬ 
ed States should encourage fo- 
dia and Pakistan to address foe 
fundamental issues of regional 
se c uri ty. Jacfadtnig Kashmir, 
that have roiled indo-Pakisan 
reJatkms for the past half- 

. ce ntur y. ■ 

The foQgcr-tenn future of the' 
no np ro lifer atio n . system is' 
toogher. Policymakers 'may 

have to choose between mi era- 
changed nonfsofiferatioo: re¬ 
gime and an inclusive : -qhe.'. 
Cohswainmg existing tmcJear 
. programs against, farther leak¬ 
age wiS make foe world safer. 
.IT fee- price of accoraplisfmig 

This is to create some new ver¬ 
sion of member shi p in the: 
.“dub" for India and pwfap; 
Pakistan, after punishing them 
wfthsrvfiral years of hrwrtjng 
.sanctions, ifs. a. price worth 

paying. 

The writes ate retired' US. 
ambassadors. ws& j Extorsive 
tearnce Is Berth Ask. Howard 
! S<feSa«^tenar«fsto®es at 
Ge of g«owa4fepte3S^sfast^ 
fotefer duf Study dfJJijrioma- 
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Asian nukes 


AMONG THE gnat qdc- 
brations first in tafia and 
then in Pakistan, foe nucle¬ 
ar arms race ra foe Asian 
sub-continent has sla t t ed in 
earnest. Both sides de¬ 
clared that it issrfMefcace 

which prompted their kb- 

dear experiments, tadia be¬ 
ing threatened by os large 
neighbor China, and Paki¬ 
stan reacting to foe lodnut 
nuclear capability. 

The issue has b ecom e « 
matter of nations! pride in 

both countries, oad beyond. 
Sides have been taken, 
with those seeing foe Paki¬ 
stan nuclear capability as 
an Islamic capability, whHe 
adherents ttr the theor y of 
Third Worid power, haled 
R as m AsatTInd Wodd 
mciear victory. This is afso 

just tae foe recent past; the 
Socialist Camp then talked 
about foe. wotkets bomb, 
white the West saw their 
bomb as protec ting t h e free 
wortd. 

Ai foe time; foerc was no 
owodend on of the fact 
that foe madras bomb does 
rax 4aU. aoooafing to class 
o n ta ttfen and affiances, 
mad. foe free world bomb 
does wot dis cri mina t e be¬ 
tween oppressors, and op¬ 
pressed. Just as now. there 
isfo foscrfcntncoiy: power 
for foe efforts of Asian nu¬ 
clear wea p o n s. Urtbvm- 
naerfy. we seem to nas- 
jriace our pride k 
achie v ements asa mtev The 
chil dre n ' of nnder- 
dcycJcpmear . have not real- 
foedyeufoat foezr strength 
win hoc be e rtan oed by 
. kittling the destructive 
methods of foe developed 
world, bat pa tap s fie io 
adopting some ~pf the ta- 
rnmrrarian aspects that 
have evolved ewer foe 
yeans ta foe lands of plenty. 

■ Perhaps, ft would have 
been for more profitable if 
India or Pakistan. have 
spear ranch of the resourc 
esi fa at fowe gone for nucle¬ 
ar research, on foe more ur¬ 
gent and peaceful ways of 
haroessizig endear power 
*9ari : ' .■adtienal '- heeds— 
*peoncanfy,-memcai, %n>- 
.onteral. and power gener- 
ating/The developed world 
is moving away from the 
ase of endear energy, fear¬ 
ing foe negative aspects of 
unclear powered piano. 
However, if it's a question 
of pride, then it should be 
pride in the ur¬ 

gent needs of their peoples. 

- Brit to compete in terms 
of weapons, which is inci¬ 
dentally the likely scenario 
amuary to all declared in¬ 
tentions. is a massive waste 
of resources, which will 
end in bankrupting either 
nation if not both. Hunger, 
and poverty are lethal when 
specifically combined witfi 
weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion; they become instru¬ 
ments of suicide when foe 
socio-economic security of 
a nation is eroded. In any 
case, both nations, and ulti¬ 
mately the Third Wold 
will be the losers in. the 
arms race of the poor. If 
foe ex-Soviet Union could 
not sustain its nuclear arms 
competition wifo the USA 
it is not very likely foal 
both India and Pakistan are 
Gkely to do so in coofrotit- 
Hig foe outside world, or 
even each other. 

China developed its nu¬ 
clear capability at a tree 
when it could have been af¬ 
forded. and m which- foe 
ideological struggle was *, 
ns highest, with the emer¬ 
gence of "Maoism" as an 
alternative way of soiriaSst 
orientation for the develop¬ 
ing countries. Consequmt- 
Jy, superpowers pretenses 
with the associated ohb- 
mmgsof nuclear capahffity 
were essential in foe logic 
of times to p rovid e an im¬ 
age of m vulnerability and 
patronage to the process of 
decofomzation. and foe 
emergence of (he nion- 

afigned bloc of-flates. 

It is doubtful that .such 
aspirations are harbored by 
tafia and Pakistan, foqn gfr 
ft is sufficient to say. that 
'th^r can have a far superior 
role, and do provide the-tot* 
'der-deveioped world wkh 


. inK *i i s in the management 

Of fanntan resources, cdocSt* 
and models -of eco¬ 
nomic development. 

•"Tire - strength of foe 
Asian sah-cootincot lies.in 
J* fact foat it has aiwnys 
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assets of the 
Arab p aper Convening 
^ Trading CO. recorded 
a sharp rise of 31%, last 
2f r * .^ey increased 
^?°2- 7 36 million in 

996t 0 JD 3.588 minion. 

Its sales stood at jd 3.73 
million and its reported 
sates were about JD 
1-431 million. The com¬ 
pany. s overall production 
stood at 2980 tons. Its 
capital is JD3.5 million. 

■ A qualified industrial 
zone is scheduled for 
establishment at an area 
of about 500 dunums in. 
the east of Jordan River, * j 
Total costs of the project 
arc estimated at $200 
million, out of which $80 
million in the first phase 

to finance the infrastruc¬ 
ture and the constructions 
of buildings needed for 
the industrial utilization. 

It is reported that the pro¬ 
ject. that shall be com¬ 
pleted by the end ofnext 
year, will provide 50.000 
job opportunities. Among 
industrial plants to be 
established in the zone 
are foodstuffs, electron¬ 
ics. and other advanced 
industries. 

■ National Cable and 
Wine Manufacturing Co. 
generated net profits of 
JD269,800.in 1997 Earn¬ 
ings from its sales 
reached about JD 137 
million. The company's 
total budget was in the 
region of JD24 million' 
by the end of last year 

. arid its shareholders 
rights were JD 14.35 
million. 

■ Overall assets of Jor¬ 
danian banks showed a 
1% rise last Match to 
reach JD9.896... billion 
C$13.96) billion) /com- ‘ 
pared with JD9.802, bil¬ 
lion. Also deposits made 
a slight rise during the 
same month,. to reach ; 
about JD 6.446 billion. 
Deposits of foreign cur-' 
rency reached JD 2.359. 
billion. According, to the . 
statistics, released hyfhej. 
CcntraT'Bank^f r 
money :j supp*y :i decfinedp 
slightly to JD 1-.700 b51- .- 
Jion in March compared 
with JD 1.725 biiSon in 
February. The -bulletin 
also reached that the ; 
average of infiation was^. 
6.5%. remaining; sraiiaF 
to February's figure^. 
Costs of living went up' 
from 125.3 points in the 
February to 125.8 points 
in March. Trade deficit 
rose by 58% due to the 
increase in imports of 
consumer goods while' 
exports remaining stable. 
Domestic exports were 
about JD 72.9 million., 
whereas imports stood at 
JD 248.2 million. 
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Going down! 

foodstuff prices 
expectations 


By Ilham Sadeq . ally dropped, if not staying 

Star Staff Writer . - the same. 

Nonetheless, they still call 
ONE YEAR passed since the -for a tougher supervision 
government Aanedre liberal-- from the government to stop 
ize consumer goods* prices, a - any monopolistic practices of 
step that is seen as inevitable:' various merchants, 
to prepare-the country foe die These greedy importers 
; era of globalization. During seek to dominate the market 
this year, the Ministry of Slip-' : by swallowing the smaller 
ply started lifting subsidy on ones who arc still unable to 


strategic foodstuff items such 
as rice, sugar, powdered milk 
ijmd wheat, arid therefore- 
allowed the private sector to 
import these goods; This step 
is seat- as one that 
bqpst competition: 
merchants and . provide a 
greater variety of 'go6d$ at 
J-co raped live prices. 

. However, since it was 
implemented, the. philosophy 
behind price flotation has 
been hammered by many crit¬ 
ics 'who warned that it would 
lead to more price .hikefr at 
the cost of the consumers. 

Of course.; merchants and 
some economic - experts 
applauded, this /policy and 
pointed out that it. will; give 
the private sector a more 
active role and enhances com¬ 
petition among importers; 

Today some people are sur¬ 
prised. They say that goods 
and commodities have actu- 


operate individually and/or 
accotrling -. to . certain 
mechanisms. 

What this actually means is 
that the flotation philosophy 
would ■ - continues to be at the core of 
among- the dispute among the three 
parties concerned in the sell 
and buying process: the mer¬ 
chant, . consumer and the 
government. 

“We feel that the prices of 
basic food items such as rice 
and sugar, have remarkably 
dropped because of competi¬ 
tion." says Abu Osama, an 
owner Of . a supermarket in 
Amman. 

' He adds that this is attrib¬ 
uted to the decline in their 
prices on .international- mar¬ 
kets. One ton of sugar 
declined within a year, from 
$400 to $320, and also a ton 
of- Egyptian rice fell from 
$440 to $360: "This was posi¬ 
tively reflected on the domes¬ 


tic prices, as a ion of sugar 
was sold nt JD 260 compared 
with JD 320 before the liber¬ 
alization was launched, he 
elaborates. 

Another merchant who has 
just bought numerous bags of 
rice says, “today wc buy a ton 
of rice at JD 320. whereas it 
was JD 380.” 

“We as consumers noticed 
that this policy has one privi¬ 
lege, it has mobilized the situ¬ 
ation in the markets, and there 
is no big difference in price 
from one shop to another." 
Amnah Ayesh tells The Star. 
Mrs Ayesh continues to say 
that now wc have choice to 
buy the less expensive com- 
. modiLy. This means that there 
is a bigger supply of different 
variety of goods. And as a 
result consumers have 
become selective in looking 
for best quality and a cheaper 
price. “Mayhe you find food¬ 
stuffs or vegetables that i* 
costly at one of the shops in 
downtown Amman, but cer¬ 
tainly it is less expensive in 
other areas or even if wc buy 
them from sellers who sell in 
wholesale." she adds. 

The irony is that many con¬ 
sumers do not hide their sur¬ 
prise about the results of the 
price liberalization. Though 


one year is not enough time 
to evaluate its success consu¬ 
mers on the whole are satis¬ 
fied with the prices. 

Bui there are discrepancies. 
The National Society for Con¬ 
sumer Protection tNSCP) in a 
recent study revealed that 
prices of commodities 
increase by 20 percent within 
a year. 

This naturally means more 
burdens shouldered by con¬ 
sumers. The study says that 
ihc sole beneficiary from ihe 
liberalization program is the 
merchant who is free to raise 
prices and monopolize the 
market in the absence of 
tough supervision from the 
government 

Few days ago. the Ministry 
«»f Supply decided to cut 
prices of cereals from ihe 
warehouses as from 1st June 
between 4.5*5 and 25% 
excluding wheat. The meas¬ 
ure is taken in response to the 
decline in their prices on 
international markets. The 
culs apply to sugar. Chinese 
rice. American rice, barley 
and fodder. 

By applying these reduc¬ 
tions. the prices offered by 
the Ministry become equal io 
those fixed by merchants and 
private sector distributors. 


For 



instance. the 
price of Chinese 
rice has been cut 
by 20%. as one ton 
would he sold at 
■ID 250 compared 
with JD 300. Also 
a ton of American 
rice would be sold 
at JD 340 aeainst 
JD 360. a fall of 
5.8%. Could this 
carry good news 
for consumers and 
pave the way for 
more price 

declines instead of 
hikes? Nobody 
knows. 

A recent- field 
study conducted 
on vegetable 
prices showed that 
they fell by 1.5 
percent last month 
compared with the 
same month last 
year."'fri addition 
the priefe' of 
chicken; meal and 
water melons 
recorded a satis¬ 
factory drop.B 


Russia wins more backing from IMF 


By Chrystia Freeland 

RUSSIA launched a hew fis¬ 
cal offensive and'. won a 
promise of a continued. 
stream of money from the 
International Monetary Fund; 
but the country’s turbulent 
financial ; markets remained 
uneasy. ' 

The IMF said that it would 
release the next $670 million 
tranche of its $9:2 billion loan 
to Russia by the end of June 
anti praised the government's 
tough new budget package. 
| r insisting that there was no 
need to devalue the rouble. 

Investors were . less 
impressed. Moody’s, the 
credit ratings agency, down¬ 
graded Russia's sovereign' 
debt rating yesterday from 
Ba3 to B1 and share prices 
. slid nearly 4 per cent, bring¬ 
ing the fall this month to 
nearly 40 percent ; 

Western banks, including 
.Deutsche Bank, are believed 
to be in talks with the Rus¬ 
sian government about addi¬ 
tional financing. Deutsche 
Bank bad no official com¬ 
ment yesterday. 

The rouble, the focus of a' 
week of financial turmoil 
which forced the central b3nk 


to triple interest rales to 150 
percent, strengthened slightly 
against the dollar. 

Seeking to reassure inves¬ 
tors concerned by Russia's 
troubled public finances, the 
government announced fresh 
budget cuts and a new tax 
collection campaign. 

. ‘ The plan included a 15 per 
cent • cur in government 
spending and a pledge to 
seek more revenues by 
demanding at least 5 billion 
roubles ($812 million) from 
Russia’s 20 largest compa¬ 
nies by the end of June and 
dropping a planned cut in the 
oil excise duty. 

The cabinet also hopes to 
raise an extra 15 billion by 
accelerating privatization 
once the current financial 
tremors have abated. 

Yeltsin has chosen Boris 
Fyodorov, Russia’s aggres¬ 
sive former finance minister 
with experience in parliament 
and investment banking, to 
lead the tax collection 
offensive. 

After a long phone conver¬ 
sation with Yeltsin yesterday. 
Helmut Kohl, German chan¬ 
cellor, one of the. Kremlin's 
staunchest allies, expressed 
his confidence in the Russian 


leadership and its ability to 
overcome the financial crisis. 

The IMF also praised' the 
government's crisis package, 
saying it should be sufficient 
to hold the budget deficit 
down to 5 percent of gross 
domestic product this year, 
bring calm to the troubled 
markets and secure the rou¬ 
ble. “All this adds up to 
major action on the fiscal 
side." John Odling-Smcc. the 
IMF’s top Russia specialist, 
said. ‘The government's eco¬ 
nomic policies arc wholly 
coherent and there is no rea¬ 
son for devaluation.” 

However. Odling-Smcc 
stopped short of offering Rus¬ 
sia a new financial stabiliza¬ 
tion fund, for which many 
investors • have been 


clamoring. 

He said there had been no 
"formal discussions” between 
Russia and the IMF 3bout a 
stabilization fund, but that 
Russia had been "making 
some inquiries” about its eli¬ 
gibility for additional IMF 
funding. 

Another source of funding 
could be western commercial 
hanks. "[Victor] Khristenko 
[the deputy prime minister] 
explicitly said that in addi¬ 
tion to talking to government 
and the IMF. they were 
exploring options wiih com¬ 
mercial lenders." said 
Charles Ryan, head of United 
Financial Group, a Moscow 
investment bank. ■ 
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King honors industrialists 

Jordanian industry has 
moved in great strides 



King Hussein, Prince Hassan, Prime Minister Majali, Prince Zeid Ben Shaker being met 
by Chairman of Industry. Kaldoun Abu Hassan , Saturday. 

By Star Staff Writer new markets. 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
honoured. Saturday." 99 vetc- 
ran industrialists, in a cere¬ 
mony organized by the 
Amman Chamber of industry 
fACI) on the occasion of 
Independence Day. 

During the ceremony 
which was attended by Hi’s 
Royal Highness Prince Has¬ 
san and Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. shields and cer¬ 
tificates were distributed 
among pioneers who are lead¬ 
ing the industrial sector into 
an era of prosperity and well¬ 
being. 

Addressing the audience. 
ACI Chairman Mr Khaldoun 
Abu Hassan said that local 
industry is passing through a 
critical transitional phase, in 
which it should be prepared 
to enter international organi¬ 
zations and to face global 
challenges. 

What is needed and 
urgently. Abu Hassan added, 
is to enhance the competitive 
edge of national industry and 
make it more qualified. This 
naturally would enable it to 
continue growing in the inter¬ 
national market, face compe¬ 
tition. follow up on the latest 
technology and explore ways 
ip guarantee Free access to 


The ACl's chairman reiter¬ 
ated the need to exempt 
industrial inputs from cus¬ 
toms tariffs, which is an old 
demand of industrialists in 
Jordan. 

Attending ceremony was 
also Minister of Industry and 
Trade Dr Hani Al Mulki who 
stressed that Jordan, thanks to 
the directions of His Majesty 
the King, was able to lay a 
foundation for industry and 
give much care to infrastruc¬ 
ture. including water, electric¬ 
ity and telecommunications. 

This base has expam' d to 
include mineral industries 
such as phosphate, cement, 
and oil. to name hut a few. 

Today. A1 Mulki said, there 
arc more ihun 25.000 indus¬ 
trial establishments, which 
employ 12 percent of the 
u'ork force in this country. 
These firms cuntrihuie ahoui 
20 percent to the Gross 
National Product. Also indus¬ 
trial exports stand lor 90 per¬ 
cent of the total national 
exports, generating JD 900 
million in revenues every 
year. Jordanian exports reach 
the markets of ! HI countries 
in the world. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
honoured industrialists front 
the private sector, was Mr 



King presents shield to Chairman of Arab Bank, Shoman 


Addu! Majecd Shoman. chair¬ 
man of the board of the Arab 
Bank. He said that industry is 
a main source in the national 
economy, supporting it with 
about JD 3 billion. 

He continued to say that 
the industrial sector contrib¬ 
uted in achieving an addi¬ 
tional value which reached JD 
10.22 million in 1997 and 
created more than 14.000 job 
opportunities. 

Industrialists in the King¬ 
dom expressed their apprecia¬ 
tion because of the King's 
visit to the chamber . which is 
the house of Ihc industrialist, 
who is keen to give a helping 
hand to this vita! sector that 
outlines the technological 
advancement in all economic 
sectors in Jordan. 

Sources from the Chamber 
pointed out that the economy 
has entered a new era which 
requires great effort from 
both the public and private 
sectors to maintain the 
already fulfilled accomplish¬ 
ments and achieve more suc¬ 
cess in the long run. The cur¬ 
rent situation demands a 
creation of sound industrial 
body that can strongly face 
the challenges imposed by the 
the coming global era that 
requires the removal of ‘all 
restrictions that hinder 

. exchange ’of 

goods, services, 
technology, capi¬ 
tal and expertise. 
The whole world, 
within few years, 
would be turned 
into a small vil¬ 
lage that knows 
no barriers. So, 
local industry 
should be pre¬ 
pared and the 
rehabilitation of 
firms should he 
speeded-up to 
comply with 
international stan¬ 
dards and 

specifications. 

During the hon¬ 
ouring ceremony, 
industrialists 
agreed that May 
30th of every year 
shall he named "a 
day for national 
industry." mark¬ 
ing a historical 
event in the life 
of Jordanian 
industry.* 


Global French company opens office in Amman 


ENTRELEC. AN interna¬ 
tional company whose head¬ 
quarters is in Lyon. France is 
a worldwide leader in the 
manufacture of low voltage 
rail mounted terminal blocks. 

in view of its recent expan¬ 
sion. Entreleci earlier this 


30 May) 2 June 

Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


■ I'nhxrvri Oil bduxu> 
’MRfcUr&MBMk 

1 Imenuirraul TraJe 


* AMtji Ptt» 

* rbuptate Mae 

* lynd Drvek»pav»n Vbjc*i 



■ Bankofjmtai 

• Land Development Ujrfon 

■ Zfeucnal Cable' 


* liWDMitiqr 
■Bytiwa 
■Pbnspta* Mine 



MGSDflY 


•ROOT. 

• National Indmfry 

* United Eqpinccriiif 


, - UM Bmrfdty . . 
• YknmklnHnnco 
JonboTotocco Company 



TUESDflV 


■R0C0L 

■ AlbUii liulosvy 
'KrtrtherliMWme* 


• Univenal Chemical Indmoy 

* InirraaiinJ Timrism 
’ Hittioj Book 




17fc»0 

_ 

179X60 


17&490 


176.960 

Trade VOhuae 

1012220 


963874 


1153*13 


1156516 

Stock Volume 

5393*7 


73447* 


1045590 


573113 

Highest Traded Stock* 

•Tb«r Honda* . - . 

338136 

* Usnoa Bask 

633665 

•XlAUfiMk 

335602 

* Arab Bask 

63602S 


. AD date provided by ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 


month opened a new regional 
office in Amman. This office, 
managed by Mr Michel 
Dunoyer will service the 
entire Middle East. 

Its establishment allows all 
clients to avail themselves of 
both the commercial and 
technical assistance through 
fast delivery and personal¬ 
ized service. 

The Entrelec group pre¬ 
sided over by Mr Pierre 
Bauer exceeds an annual 
turnover of about S160 mil¬ 
lion worldwide. . 

The principle products 
range of Entrelect include: 

■ Terminal block connec¬ 
tions snapped onto ‘din' rail 

5 or soft soldered onto printed 
circuits 

■ Electronic interfaces 

■ Timers and monitoring 
relays 

■ Control and signalling 
material for use in control 
rooms and for switchboards. 

■ Remote input/ouLput 
modules connecting the field- 
bus network. 

■ Rapid and fault free pre¬ 
wiring system connecting Pic 
to relays, optocouplers and 
terminal boards. 

The • establishment of 
Entrclec s new Middle East¬ 
ern regional office strength¬ 
ens the commercial stance of 
the group, which to dare 
operates in 59 countries. 

Entrelec is a leader in the 


manufacture of industrial low 
voltage components. 

On behalf of the chairman 
and chief executive. Mr 
Christophe Graffin inaugu¬ 
rated the new office which 
opens the gateway to the 
Middle East market. 

Entrelec chose Jordan over 
many other countries for its 
new office because of the 
image and stability of the 
country. 

Mr Dunoyer uses Amman 
as a base to travel throughout 
the region providing its cus¬ 
tomers with technological 
and commercial assistance. 

The Entrelec group man¬ 
ages companies in major 
industrialised countries 
throughout the world with 
sales composing 32 percent in 
France. 20 percent in Ger¬ 
many. 19 percent in Canada 
and US and 29 percent in 
other countries. 

Entrelec has approximately 
1.000 employees worldwide 
to maintain and has a signifi¬ 
cant annual turnover of $160 
million. 

The philosophy behind 
Entrelec is to create added 
value through the research 
and development of new 
products and it is important 
also in the use of specialized 
outsourcing for assembly and 
commercial production of 
components, with the sale 
and marketing of finished 
products. 
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Highly skilled men and 
women’ of 12 different 
nationalities contribute to the 
development of Entrelec’* 


operations and such a highly 
skilled and qualified team 
allows Entrelec to market its 
products worldwide .■ 
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Win n Hn/irf^ in London at the Terrace ! 

, lhp Hnici ' vou will receive a voucher which you simply ttu 

—-»» 


could find your- __ 

seif lhe lucky r-- 

winner of a i , 

weekend trip lo j 

London! 

British Air- = 1 

S b ! INTER-C( 

reium tickets to | 

London and the i JV- 

intcr.Continenta I 

1 will add two 

iS'fbrS or the three winners at the Inter¬ 
Continental Hotel in London. — w-w* 

For every JD 10 you spend on The Terrace 


M 

HOTEL 

INTERCONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 


in witn your name,-- —^ ^ 

_ deposit in the 

box provided. 
Draw dates for 
I each of the. three 

tickets are ■ 30 

EL June, 31 July and 

TINENTAL 3o_August 

... comes alive this 

'AN summer with 

___—- great live enter¬ 
tainment, Italian 
Pizza comer, Far Eastern delights, a Hubbly 
Bubbly tent, and all football World.Cup matches 
on a giant screen.* 


Poetry festival kicks door wide 
open to Arab culture in Amman 

___„_ct i 1 .-j r.>:_ .. 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 


itcrature and art both play a sig- 
I nitlcani role in society, in that they 

■ reflect the nation's ways of living 

■ _ and display diversified modes of 

thought. 

It is the responsibility of the state to organize 
annual and seasonal festivals which can func¬ 
tion as a way for people to meet and interact 
with each other. 

!n Jordan, evcrvbody is familiar with the an¬ 
nual literature and an" festivals held in Jerash, 
Fuheis. Zerqa and other parts of the Kingdom. 

However, this year saw a newly-bom fes¬ 
tival for literature, in which poets and writers 
of short stories delivered their works. Held un¬ 
der the auspices of the secretary general of the 
Ministry of Culture and Youth, the “First Lit¬ 
erature’Festival" started its sessions last week 
with the participation ot creative writers and 
enthusiastic poets from Jordan, Egypt, and 
Iraq. Held at the Hamlan Charity Society in 
Marika. the one-week venue succeeded in at¬ 
tracting j large audience, who were knowl¬ 
edgeable on poetry and writing, as well as 
some art critics who expressed their approval 
for the administration and organization ot the 

Festival. .. 

Munir Mezyed. a poet and critic, aroused 
the sentiments and emotions ot the audience 
when he recited his smooth flowing poetry 
both in Arabic and English, which demonstrat¬ 
ed his unique and overwhelming style. 

In one of his contemplating verses he says; 

When I think of creation 
I believe in God 
When I behold beauty 
I believe in art. 

When I dream in love 

/ believe in poetry 

But. when I feel happy and content 

l believe in virtue. . , 

The energetic poet had his first collection of 
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Mohamad A l Atharbi 

poetrv published in English. U was titled 
Home. Love, Prayer. Graduated trom British 
and American Universities. Mr Mczycd has 
published two collections in Jordan, and now is 
about to finish a collection called Chapter from 
the Bible. “In this book. I speak about Christ as 

a philosopher and as a poet." he explains. 

His latest poem is called “My Love, which 
is a romantic piece in which he calls his be¬ 
loved venus. ' ' ' s 

Meanwhile, from Egypt comes the delicate 
poetess. Manal El Sberbiny. who holds a BA 



Sherhiny 

in English Literature and works as an inter- 
prcter7or the Jordanian daily, Al Aswaq. 

Mrs Sherbiny opts for both classical and 
free style forms of poetry, and she is currently 
occupied with the preparations for the pub¬ 
lication of her first collection entitled Palm, 

Flute and the Nile. - _. ._ 

Her poetry has an air of romanooraoourw: 
but at the same time, if you explore further 
into her style of. writing, .you. will .discover. 
that she inclines to modernism. 

Poetess Nabeelah Al Khateeb also took 
part in the festival, and 
she spoke about her ear¬ 
lier attempts to write 
poetry. Despite mar¬ 
rying at an early age 
which hindered her 
work, she managed to 
continue her academic 
studies and graduate 
from the University of 
Jordan whilst looking 
after her three children 
at the same time. 

Al Khateeb, who is 
presently a teacher, pub¬ 
lished her first collec¬ 
tion in 1995. “Saba Al- 
Bathan" (Bathan is her 
home village, near Na¬ 
blus) was republished in 
1996 when all previous 
copies had been sold 
out. 

Her poetry is well 
known for its hu¬ 
manitarian and romantic 
nature, whilst her new 
poetry has been noted 
for the level of its wis- 
.. dom. She said en- 
ihusiastically. "Because 
■*3! of this, one Syrian critic 
compared my poetry 
with poems written by 
the famous Arab poet 
,'\*2 Zuher Bin Abi Salma." 


Mezyed 



Al Khateeb . 

Her works are mostly covered by the press, 
although other media forms are used, ensuring 
wide coverage for critics and fans alike. 

Mrs. Al Khateeb has also participated m 
manv festivals within the Kingdom. . 

The holding of the First Literature Festival 
was a good opportunity for poets, especially 
for those who arc in need of promotion and 
assistance. However, the “Young Writers 
Family” from the Ministry of Culture and 
Youth criticized the weak coverage it ^received 
from all media forms despite the intensive 
promotional campaign that preceded the ve- 
nue.B 


Encounter with The Creator 


Old inspirations made new 



By Kofi Attah 

Special to The Star 

___ zaldinc Shahrori's latest exhibition 
entitled "Old jnd New 
■h Inspirations" at the gallery of me 
J Jordan Plastic Arts Association. 
■^■1 marks a turning point in his 
spiritual development. For anyone familiar 
with his previous work, the metamorphosis is 
immediately obvious. Shuhrori has awakened 
from youthful illusions to a more mature and 
spiritual-oriented artist embarking tin new 
forms of expression that bring renew vigor 

into his work. ........ 

His paintings still contain anecdotal tidbits 
that reveal the tragicomic quality nl lilc in the 
back streets of Jordan, but in Mark contrast to 
his previous painting, where the concentration 
was on the nude figure. “My figures used tr, 
be naked women, because I was influenced b\ 
women. And I did not know Allah, he 
confessed. The work in his last exhibition in 
1997 at the Phenoix Gallery on »afi Al 1 as 
Street was devoted entirely to female nudes, 
which he now describes as ">™™»ral. 
continuing that he "has now repented. J p.av 
and have an encounter with my creator. 

Exhibit no. I in his recent exh.bi s a good 
example of Shahron s newly lound 
spfrhuality. Like many of the pieces on 


displav. it is dedicated to the praises of Allah, 
starling stylishly with “Allahu Rahman Al 
Rahim' - tCrnl. the merciful and the gracious). 
Most nf the 26 pieces on show are either 
Islamic calligraphy dedicated to the praises of 
Allah or extracts from the Holy Koran. Others 
are shapes depicting old things as well as new 
ones. "I love new and old tilings. However l 
muvi admit that l love old things more." he 
revealed. 

His prowess with color is unique, but it is 
hi< mastery at wood carving that stand out 
the most On pieces 23. 24 and 25 he has 
made use of wood and blended several 
colours to give them a copper-like 
appearance. He continues his spiritual crusade 
bv Inscribing the name of Allah on exhibit no. 
24. ‘Sum Til Hajj*: No. 12. an oil on canvas, 
confesses an encounter with Allah, the 
creator ‘Rabilallah' (God. our Lord) is by far 
the best work in the show. Designed on a 
golden board that glistens like real gold, it 
creates the spiritual atmosphere through 
which Shahrort conveys his message to his 
viewers. This piece also reminds us ol the 
presence of Allah, his mercy and grace no 
doubt one of the best depictions of die symbol 
of good and plenty that Allah is. 

In addition to the recent spiritual 
awakening that has influenced most of his 
Intest pieces. Shahrori also likes to shape 
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crowded scenes, dilapidated buildings and the 
debris of broken walls in Amman. His shapes 
are full of blended colours—black, green and 
violet—and recall passing times, nostalgic 
moments and. of course, Shahrori s. favonte,. 
old things. Although only few .'forms- 
portraving the past Featured in the exhibition 
they demonstrate how much he is influencetr 
by the past, by old things 'on their way out. 

Shahrori was born in Kuwait in 1973 and 
studied fine arts in the Institute of Fine Arts, 1 
Amman. Jordan. *^OId and New Inspirations : 
is his third exhibition—the first two took 
place last year in Amman.-Despite he is 
young, his talent is Tar in advance of hts age.. 

The paintings on display depict God-man 
relationship, man and his environment and a 
society in full evolution. He uses hts own. 
mechanism to tell a simple story wift an 
effective message about hts perception of lift. 

“1 like to live and appreciate the realities of . _ 
life." he declares. . ' . ? . 

Shahrori paintings, with their concentration - , 
on .spirituality, submission to Allah,, and a real 
interest in the common folk of Jordan, present, 
a world that is ever changing and within.j 
which man' should be graiefuI to Allah. 

His exhibition continues till 6 June ;at.the 
exhibition hall of the Jordan Plastic 
Association, hear Darat Al Funun. Al Multan 
Street in Jabnl Al Weibdeh. in Amman* "... 


■ Homage to Fodo* 
ico Garcta Lore* 

The Spanish Cultural Center, 
continues its .homage' to 
. Andalusian poet Garcia 
Lorca with a video presenta¬ 
tion: Schedule’as follows: 
June 4—Showing of- a 1984 
TV series based on the life of 
Mariana Pineda, a nine- 
. teenth-century Granada-born 
Spanish nationalist. Scripted 
, by Lorca. In Spanish only, 
at Institute Cervantes at 5 


Films 

The French-Arab Rim Festi¬ 
val opens in Amman, today,, - 
Thursday 4 
June. It will 
continue till 
8 May. All 
showings; 

- which are to 
start at 8:30 
pm, is at the 
Concorde- 
Cinema. . 

The festival 

..is being 
jointly orga¬ 
nized 

between the French Cultural 
Center and- the Abdel 
Ha/need S ho man 

- Foundation. . 

First to kick on 4 June . 
off is the Arabic Al Youm Al 
Sadis (Sixth Day). Directed 
by the well known Yosef 
Stiahin the' film- is a joint 
French-Egyptian production 
a day in 1947, when Egypt is 
plagued wifi, cholera.' In 

- order to save her son from 
the disease, Sadiqa goes and 
Work as a dish wastin'in the' 
dty and the story unfolds 
"from there. 

-.-■Ana AJ A wan (Time Has 
Come) is a joint French Leb¬ 
anese Production that will be 

- shown on Friday 5 June. 

' Directed by Claude Qndsi. 

. who was born in Beirut, the 
-'filin'.is about two people who 
. cCnne back to. Beirut, having 
kit to liver in Paris aftw the 
; break, out of the Lebanese. 
civU war. The two meet on 
tbs ship, and the rest of the: 
; - is about the return home 

after so many yeare away. ; . 
■ On Stnrday 6;June .Safe- 
oat AJ Sahra (Deasrt Ship) is 
ma^ng its d^jut in Amman. 
A Rrach-Algerian produo 
. tion, tiie fUm production is 
.- by Molhammad AT Shvriddi 
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and it is about two young I 
people w.ho fall in love but H 
who don’t immeditely real¬ 
ize the social problems that 
they would come up against. 

■ Bab Al Samah Maftouh 
(Doors to Heaven Are Open) 
is a, Freach-Moroccan pro¬ 
duction on 7 June. Its abotlt a 
woman who returns to her 
home country after a number 
of years only only to find out 
that her father is dying and 
. that her brother and sister are 

selling his house.- 

Exhibitions 

■ At Darat al Funun (Jabal 
al Weibdeh), an exhibit of 

. graphic and oil works on 
paper by Tuni¬ 
sian artist 

Guider TriUj 
opens on-May" 
25 at 6 pm. 
The show, 

comprising - \ . 
work .done 
between ‘ 1973 
arid 1995. will 
run until . June 
26. • 

■ - Also at 
Darat • al 
Funun, a new collection, of 
Contemporary Arab Art 
will be on display until June 
25. - •--v’ -. 

■ ‘Letters of Clay and Silk', 
a hommage to Muhideen lbn 
Arabi is an exhibition by 
Algerian artist - Rachld. 
Koraichi that opens at Darat - 
Al Funun on June 3. It is 

. held in cooperation.with.the' 
French -. Cultural. CeWer.j 
After the opening an Alger ™ 
ian. Music Concert'' will-be 
- held at the Darat at 8 pixL 

Lectures 

■ ' The Goethe ..Vlhditpt 

presents a final lecture, hi 
Arabic by Profe^or DrBas-. 
sam Tibi: ■ " V; f 

June 4—“Muslim Minorities’ 
in the West- Between Isola-. 

» • .tion and Integration" isi'pre-V. 
i sented in. cooperation .with. 

“ The Royal. Institute fbr lnter- 
! .faith Studies, at the':Worid ; 

1 Affairs Coundt at 6 ppy^--- 
[■. ■ The Amencan. Getteer'and. 
L - the Performing Arts fCettitsr. 

■ of . the Noor Al ^HuMOh 
' Foundation p resents 
5 . J)n ; “Theater . and You^^^ . 
American Theater^ tqgcd; 
DelrdreLavrakasvtmjMoft- 
s - chy, June 8 at 5,pi 
1 . American Center.ini 
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g Amman cinemas 


• Philadelphia I (Tel: 4634149): 

The Jackal 

• Philadelphia 11 (Tel:4634149): 

Liar-Liar 

• Galleria I (Td: 079 33430): The Mirror Has Two The 
The Preacher’s Wife / Titanic 

• Galleria II (Td: 079 33430): Shadow Conspiracy 

• Plaza (Tel: 5699238): Titanic 

• Concord I (Td: 5677420): The Rdic 

• Concord II (TeL.5677420): Kamanana (Arabic) 
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ENQLIsh PROGRAMS 


ki a!?? Neighbors 
® —Ocean Wads 

?:Sr6 cap,llcoBa y 

?:?2~~JL ews “TVendi 

Magazine 

^ JO-^News Headhnes 

*^zX® nBetYonrUfe 

mS-£E“- c T 

9:10—Sirens 
10:00—News At Ten 

I ?3?7' FeatUra Fam: Circles 
of Violence, starring: 




k 


Bonear 

12:00—Country Music 

,_ SUNDAY 

3:00-—Holy Koran 
3:10—The Pumpkin Patch 
3:20—The Pink Panther 
3:30—Skjppy 

4:00—The American Chart 
Show 

5:00—In The Wad 
6:00—French Program 
7:00-—News in French 
7:15—r-A Tour in France 
7:30—News Headlines" 

7:35—Life’s most 
Embarrassing Mo men ts 
8:00—Taste of Africa 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:30—Correia 
12:00—The History of Rode 
& Roll 

MONDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Hi ghlan der 
3:3—Raider of the South 
Pacific 

4:00—-Neighbors 
4:30—Last Frontiers ' 


Ocean Wilds (Documentary program), Saturday at 4:30 pm. 

Pr °B ram 4:00—Rordertown 

.. 7:00-^News in French. • 4:30—The Health Show 

7:15—French Programs . 5:00—Route of Capricorn 

. 7:30—News Headlines . . 6:00—French Program 

• 7:35—Hope and Gloria •• 7:00—News in French 


8:00—Perspective . 

9:10-90-1 “Stone” 
10:00—News At Ten ; 
10:30—Lawand .Order 
llilO—Bay Watch Nights 

TUESDAY 

3:00r^Holy Koran ' • . . 
■3:10—Pro Star ' 

3J0—SmallTalk ; "• 


. 4:00—Rordertown 
4:30—The Health Show 
5KW—Route of Capricorn 
6:00—French Program 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
7:30—-News Headlines 
7:35—Step by Step 
8.-00—What wonldyou do 
8 JO—Rhodes 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:30—Feature Film: The 
Making of Hollywood 
Madam, starring: Michael 
Gross and Cindy Picket 
12:00—Metro Cafe 


WEDNESDAY 

3:00—-Holy Koran 
3:10—Mr Bogus Show 
3:30—Castle of Adventure 
4:00—The Album Show 
5:00—French Program 
6:00—Acapulco Bay 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Buddies 
8:00—Envoy Special 
9:10—KungFu 
10:00—News At Ten 
10J0—The Old Curiosity 
ShopfMini Series) 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 

3:10—Dinky Dis 

3:30—The Animal Park 

4:00—French Programs 

4J0—Blue Water Dr eaming 

5:00—NBA Games 

6:00—Slider 

7:00—News in French 

7:15—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Big Brother Jake 

8:00—Great Romance 

8:30—Dr Quimi, The 

Medicine Woman 

9:10—The Oprah Winfrey 

Show 

10:00—-News At Ten 
10 JO—Feature F ilm: 
Ru nn ing Mates, starring: 
Greg Webb and Barbara 
Howard 

12:00—Can't Hurry Love 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Teddy Rnxpra 

3 JO—Wishbone 

4:00—He Shoots, He Scores 

4 JO-^-Tarzan 

5 JO—The French Program 
7:00—News in French 


7:15—French Program 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—The Fresh Prince of 
Bel Air 

8:00—Life on the Internet 
fi JO—The Brain 
9:10—Babylon-5 
10:00—News At Ten 
10 JO—The Old Curiosity 
Shop (Mini Scries) 

programmes 

EN FRANpAJS 
SAMEDI 

17:00—Fa ut pas rever 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’tepf de Coiomb 

DIMANCHE 

18:00—Bonne esperance 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

LUNDI 

17:00—Thalassa 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Cinq sur Cinq 

MARDI 

18:00—Les coeurs h roles (6) 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Fractales 

MERCREDI 

17:00—Ushnaia 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

JEUDI 

16:00—L’ecole des fans 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Atomes crochus 

VENDREDI 

17 JO—Fort Boyard 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—A1IA la Terre 


City of Angels 


This romantic drama explores two 
souls, one mortal and one celestial, 
who must struggle with their willing¬ 
ness, and finally their need, to sac¬ 
rifice everything familiar for the 
sake of love. 

The film directed by Brad Silberling. 
Starring: Nicolas Cage, Meg Ryan, 
Dennis Franz, Andre Braugher, 



—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 

I fiAINEP A LITTLE WEI6HT0VER 
TUE y^KBHPLIW^ICOULP v 
s wJ>rdp a tounp j y 


ACROSS 
1 Health 
resorts 
5 Volumes 
10 Tiff 

14 Rabbit 

15 Dunne of 
Hollywood 

16 Jason’s 
ship 

17 Dry 

18 Deceitful 
20 Tasty 

22 SA. range 

23 Shaver 

24 Against 

25 Rabbit fur 
28 Add points 
31 Enota _ 

34 Ersatz 
butter 

35 Hindu 
teacher 

36 Depravity 

37 Mentor 

38 City of fight 

39 Chris 

40 Sea eagles 

41 Exhilarate 


42 Pretty 

43 _ whale 

4 

contests 

45 Flower ■ 
holders 

46 . 
Ndjamena' 
stand 

48 ConfBct 

49 Vowel 
string 

51 Pretenfious 
57 Auspicious 
59 Gumbo 


60 In me _ 


61 RevBte 

62 _ Bator 

63 Abstract 


1 Food fish 

2 Shave 

' 3 Seed cover 
4 Rebeffious 
• 5 Demure 
-6 Cookie 
7 Bffloflare. 

' 8 Remnants 
9 Red or 
Bteck 

10 Venerated 
one 

11 Enormous 

12 Malarial ' 

fever 

13 Ftp" 

19 Flog 
21 Fire 

24 Surface 

25 Balcony 
sections 

26 more 
strong—'’ 


64 Carnes on 

65 Shopper's 
delight 

DOWN 


27 Noxious 

28 Low area 

29 Gem unit 

30 Ignores 
32 Sharp 


33 Affirmatives 

35 Rate of 
movement 

36 Serving as 
a 

substitute : 

44 Hawaiian . 
island 

45 Tub - 

47 Boards 
ace, 

Wiffie 

48 _up 
(becomes j 
aware) 

49 Vaulted 
recess 

50 Cupid to 
the 

Greeks 
51Verdi work 

52 Pass time 
languidly 

53 Loirs ex 

54 Sooner St 

55 Russian 
river 

56 Sensible 
58 Salt 
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-MOIXQ3QS 


• ’ , By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Hie sun is in Taurus. 
ItTI be In Gemini soon. Curious Gemi¬ 
ni is always reading, investigating and 
a&krag questions. Make decisions. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Gather 
. with friends. to make a decision 
regarding money. More comes in from 
a, private source. Dig into reserves so 
you can buy something you need. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). 
Choose stability over excitement 
You’ll have enough excitement soon, 
anyway. Gather with friends and male* 
solid plans for the future. • 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Orga¬ 
nize an expedition with friends. The 
boss is in a good mood. If you've got a 
project, you're in luck. You'D get even 
luckier with the sun in your sign. 

Cancer (June 22-Jnly 22). Study 

• ways to stretch your dollars, so you 
can travel with friends.' Making a good 
impression on an older person will 
improve your status, if not your finan¬ 
cial situation. Do it anyway. 

. Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Team up 
with a brilliant partner to win the com¬ 
petition. Heed an older person's 
advice to find the money you need. An 
excursion with friends could lead to 
true love. 

' Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your 
conscientious work makes a great 
impression on an older persoo. Accept 
a compliment and you’ll be more con¬ 
fident in expressing yourself 
Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). Romance 
blossoms, if you don’t whine abour 
money. Show you can get by on less 
instead of asking for more. 

■* Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You 
and your partner will get more done if 
you stick close to home. You may 
want to hide out just for the fun ofiL 
I Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Accept a friend's coaching to finish a 
tough job on time. Friendship leads to 
love once you can find some privacy. 

. Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Put 
money down on a romantic exclusion. 
Dao 7 t worry later that it’s too expen¬ 
sive. It’ll be worth iL Kx up your 
place so you can have friends oven 
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feh. 18). Be 
creative in explaining things to-a stub¬ 
born friend.-JBe patient, too. Stash 
away as much money as possible. 
You’ll be glad later that you did- 
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Tel! 
your friend something you’ve been 
withholding, even if it means you get 
to make a new agreement 
If You’re Having a Birthday This 
Weelc: You can advance in your 
career if.you start planning now, 
Friends bringyou hick and abundance 

ON98,TMlm Mafia Senfcc* . . 
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ELWOOD by Ben Itempleton & Tom Forman 
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CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Toth Cone 
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“Thank you for donating the pint of blood, sir, and 
I wonder if you could also give us S20—we’re low 
on gas and we'd like to fill up the tank.. 


E998. Trihaar Mi-dia Service* 


Subscribe to 


Jumble 


Unscr amble these four words, one 
Wltr to tad, square, lo fora, (bur 
wtiinaiy words. 



[Would You 
I Believe... 


Scientists believe that 
many dinosaurs lived to be 
more than 100 years old. 

The only food that pro¬ 
vides calories without pro¬ 
viding any nutrition is refined 
sugar. 

Gen. Stonewall Jackson's 
real first name was Thomas. 

Erie Stanley Gardner, best 
known for his series of books 
about Peny Mason, some¬ 
times used the pen name 
AlJl. Fair. 

• • ■ 

Only 700 of the Philip¬ 
pines’ 7,000 islands are pop¬ 
ulated. 

Chippewa is another name 
for the Native American tribe 
called the Ojibwa. 

« • • 

The Grimm brothers were 
language experts and collect¬ 
ed fairy tales only as sa m¬ 
ples of the German language. 
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Virtuoso says living things ‘made of music’ 

Organist seeks divine in 
common human life 


Terror bred by clocks, calendars j 

‘Apocalypse’ a resull 
of awareness of time 



By Christian Tyler 

THIS IS no church mouse. Pol' 
ishing off Messiaen's tumultu¬ 
ous "Le vent de 1'Esprit.” she 
kicked off her playing shoes 
and came down from the organ 
loft to acknowledge the 
applause. She was sheathed in 
a scarlet sequinned dress 
whose skirts, slit to the thigh 
for pedalwork, showed a 
shapely pair of legs. 

Dame Gillian Weir is a rar¬ 
ity among musicians, a female 
virtuoso and freelance concert 
performer on an instrument 
which, for most of the 2.300 
years since its invention, has 
been the exclusive preserve of 
men. 

Her playing, intense and 
theatrical, overpowered the 
judges when she won an inter¬ 
national competition at the age 
of 23. Years later, a television 
cameraman filming her at three 
o'clock on a winter morning in 
Rouen was moved to tears by 
her playing of Cesar Franck. 

Weir’s vocation demands 
not only musicianship, but the 
mental acuity and physical co¬ 
ordination of a fighter pilot or 
an astronaut. And it needs 
stamina- After more than three 
decades at the Lop of her pro¬ 
fession. she still travels the 
world for 300 days a year. 

She is in England now, to 
perform the complete Mes¬ 
siaen organ works at Westmin¬ 
ster Cathedra! and to give the 
first concert of the Chelsea 
Festival on Monday. 

We met for lunch at a place 
called Arcadia just off Kens¬ 
ington High StreeL. The walls 
were covered with French pas¬ 
toral scenes and Muzak was 
dribbling from the speakers. 1 
asked die patron if he would 
turn it down, and discovered 
that Gillian Weir is a founder 
member of the piped music- 
muzzling pressure group 
Pipedown. 

“It does real harm, you 
know,” she said in her soft 
New Zealand accent. “People 
say 'Oh. I can shut it out.' 
They develop a faculty for 
doing that. It's one of the rea¬ 
sons concert audiences can’t 
concentrate." 

In another mouth this might 
have sounded schoolmistressy. 
But Weir is an intellectual of 
feminine charm: she may talk 
about quantum physics, Sufism 
and Schopenhauer, but she 
dresses -like a diva and collects 
(eddy bears. 

The diva ordered a spring 
roll. I chose asparagus, and we 
collaborated on grilled cod. 
Although she likes to drink 
wine, she demurred on this 
occasion. 

Most "classical" organists 



spend their time in churches or 
cathedrals. Gillian Weir fre¬ 
quents the concert bail equally. 
She has never held a church 
appointment, never needed or 
wanied one. Even if she had 
applied, she said, she would 
probably have been turned 
down on the grounds of her 
gender. 

A great deal of the organ rep¬ 
ertoire is devotional— 
Messiaen's music in particular. 
Did the performer have to be 
similarly inspired? 

"You need a big space to 
make thousands of pipes sound 
right.” she replied. "You need 
the space, not for religious 
atmosphere, but for the acous¬ 
tic. I'd rather talk about 
'spirituality." 

Trying to express the ineffa¬ 
ble something? 

“Oh, definitely, ineffable' is 
a word one can use because it's 
not loaded with a denomina¬ 
tional meaning. It can be 
expressed in. say, the G minor 
symphony of Beethoven, or 
indeed in "Cosi fan tutte." the 
angelic and profound under¬ 
standing and affection that 
Mozart has for his characters. 
It's the divine spirit in the 
human." 

The Sufis, whom Weir stud¬ 
ies. believe that music is higher 
than religion—indeed, that man 
is made of music. This, she 
thinks, is not as fanciful as it 


sounds, given the modem 
hypothesis that matter is ail one 
substance, manifested some¬ 
times as panicles, sometimes as 
waves. 

“1 think of truth as the centre 
of a wheel, with spokes which 
go out to different things—art. 
music, theology, physics. And 
we should link Lhem together 
more. For example, if you are 
playing Couperin in an Italian 
salon [she is a harpsichordist, 
too] the curve of the phrase 
matches the curve of an arch, 
and the musical decorations 
match the architectural ones. 

"Each is an expression of the 
kernel. If you keep relating 
back, then you stick to (he (ruih. 
When things become translated, 
they become distorted, like tun¬ 
ing a harpsichord or organ with¬ 
out a tuning fork or a central 
pitch.” 

She swerved to another topic: 
the cramped technical leaching 
given to music students. "You 
shouldn't limit them to only 
one method. Give them the 
sound they're after, and let 
them find how to do iL I've 
found this again and again in 
master classes. You remove the 
barrier, and they do amazing 
things. How do you teach a 
baby to walk?" 

I suppose you hold a sweet at 
the other end of the garden? 

"Exactly. You put its favour¬ 
ite toy on the other side of the 


room and it learns to walk 
without the self-consciousness 
and therefore the limitation 
which would he imposed if you 
told it how to move its legs.” 

Weir has no children herself. 
Her first marriage lasted only 
four years. For ihe last 25 she 
has been married to Lawrence 
Phelps, a well known organ 
builder, who. she says proudly, 
may have designed more 
instruments than any man in 
history. 

He is based in the US. -and 
she lives—when she is not on 
the road—in the Thames Val¬ 
ley. “We keep the telephone 
company solvent." she 
laughed. "We speak three or 
four times a day and the bill is 
in the thousands. 

“We meei quite often, but it 
is a crazy life. Even if we lived 
in ihe same place we still 
wouldn't be together because 
I’d be travelling. 1 admire peo¬ 
ple with a conventional mar¬ 
riage and career. I don't know 
how they do it. You're always 
tom. You short-change the 
career, or short-change the 
marriage. We're very good 
friends. I actually think that's 
what marriage is in the end." 

ft was from the radio at 
home in New Zealand that Gil¬ 
lian Weir discovered her infat¬ 
uation with music. She danced 
round the house, remembers 
exact I v which stair she was sit- 


Giant primates need help *going natural’ 

Orangutan rehab 


By Jack Barker 

Nearly 7.000 miles seems a long way to 
go to watch a video first shown on British 
television in IU75. 

So it was with some surprise that I 
found myself in a small room in the heart 
of a rainforest listening to the measured 
tones of Sir Peter Ustinov on a TV 
documentary. 

I strained m see the forest shrunk to 
the size of the small colour screen— 
whereas 100 yards in any direction, there 
was the real thing. 

However, it turned out to be a good 
introduction to the Bukii Lawang Orang¬ 
utan sanctuary in Sumatra, providing a 
guide to etiquette before walking into the 
forest to meet one of man's nearest rela¬ 
tives in the wild. 

Orang-utans arc very nearly human, 
sharing 94.6 percent of our genes, a pro¬ 
portion only exceeded by chimpanzees, 
which tend to be rewarded by being given 
cigarettes, cosmetics and trial drugs. 

The Sumatrans have always known that 
the orange-furred "people of the forest” 
arc close relatives and assume that the 
only reason orangs do not speak is that 
they dn nor wans to be recruited into the 
work force. 

An iSih century English explorer fell 
for this line and brought un orang-utan to 
parade around London dinner panics 
dressed in a full suit of clothes to sec if 
fine wines could loosen his tongue. His 
protege quickly learned to lay about on 
couches and day beds, and even shook an 
elongated finger at passers-by every now 
and then, but for all this sophistication, 
never said a single word. 

They do share many human characteris¬ 
tics. Like us. orang-utans gestate for nine 
months, have one baby at a lime, and then 
have to look after them for years. With 
their only homes in Sumatra, Borneo and 
Malaysia, the population is finding it 
impossible to maintain its numbers at a 
time when timber companies and relocat¬ 
ing humans arc chipping away at their 
habitat. 

Faced with ever falling numbers the 
Bukit Lawang sanctuary has been estab¬ 


lished to rehabilitate monkeys rescued 
from captivity, loggers and angry farmers 
with eaten crops, and case them back into 
(he wild. 

Unfortunately she animats are actively 
sought by overseas collectors and private 
buyers: traditionally they arc status- 
enhancing pets for high-fiving officials 
and even though the climate of opinion in 
Indonesia has now changed, once they 
have been kept in captivity it is nor just a 
matter of letting them go. 

They can bring human diseases to the 
wild population, for a start—but that is 
only if they do not die first. 

An adolescence spent in a cage costs 
pet orangs the environmental knowledge 
they need to survive. The rehabilitation 
centre at Bukit Lawang was established 
in 1972 by two Swiss women to train 
recaptured orangs to find their own food. 

Now the project has been taken over 
by the Indonesian government and the 
chance to see the centre's pioneering 
w ork first-hand has become one of Suma¬ 
tra’s prime attractions. 

The Bohorok river forms a natural 
boundary of Gununs Leaser national 
park. On one side a sprawling line of 
guest houses and restaurants: on the other 
virgin rainforest. A path runs along the 
bank, lined by piles of inflated truck 
inner tubes provided for Indonesian tour¬ 
ists who get within a 100 yards of the 
rehabilitation centre before taking to the 
rapids, splash happy. 

Western visitors lend to carry on to 
where the path comes attached to a >Jung 
line, used against the current to wobble 
and list across (he river. Orang-utans arc 
scared of water and J suddenly under¬ 
stood why. 

The base camp is a simple collection 
of houses where recently captured orang¬ 
utans wait out their quarantine in cages in 
between expeditions with their keepers 
for lessons in tree-climbing and identify¬ 
ing food. 

Their teachers arc all volunteers from 
the west. (There is ne\shortagc of them: 
don't call them, they'I I'oil you./Tuition 
is a long procedure involving endless 
patience, which is something I was 


pleased to have glimpsed during the intro- 
ductnr. video. 

Tourists are not allowed to get too 
dose :o the gentle art of retraining orang¬ 
utans otter, psychologically disturbed by 
years of captivity, they show behavioural 
problems ar.v schoolteacher would 
rccognis-e. 

The public display is the feeding of 
those orang-utans most recently released 
into ihe wild. For ifceir first few months 
of freedom they are offered a twice-daily 
dole of bananas and water while they 
work out what bits of their forest they can 
cat. 

My -.is! w.:s in ibc wei season, which 
also happens to be (for nrang-uumst the 
toed season, -.n I got up early lor the 
morning t-ananalest: the afternoon Iced 
tends :c be thinly patronised as at this 
time c.f year even an urbanised Orang can 
track down enough shoots and fruits to 
skip tea 

Rain did mean the waik up the steeply 
sloping path to the hilltop feeding station 
wes slick with water and slippery under¬ 
foot. Tuenty-fivc visitors, discreetly 
silent, climbed in single file behind u 
couple of Indonesian rangers carrying 
branches thickened by hands of green 
bananas. 

'Vhcr. v.s reached the feeding platform 
wc did Jin: hjve long (o wail. Far in the 
forest we could hear the first heavy noises 
of wjIJIjfe stirring, and then through the 
•canopy (hey cutne swinging on their long 
forearms. The adults were the height of 
super,T.PdcJs—but rather suppler about 
the hips and completely tit home in their 
jungle. 

For a long moment, the tableau Iro/c. 
Tourists stared up into the trees ’The first 
orang-utans swung to a halt, dangling by- 
hands or feci, and snared straight back, 
swaying gently. A rattle of compact cam¬ 
eras went off. Hashing faintly into the 
deep shade of the trees, and the orang¬ 
utans seemed to relax. Nothing unex¬ 
pected so far. Three homed in on the 
action: bananas and drink. 

.As ihe two rangers tipped mugs of 
water their mouths puckered wide to 
catch c-;ery drop, spare hands speeding 


ting on when she first heard 
Brahms's second piano con¬ 
certo. and hegged her mother 
for piano lessons. She cried all 
the way home when she failed 
to play a Beethoven sonata at 
first try. 

ln the end. she proved to be 
a prodigious sightreadcr. so 
much so that she'was once dis¬ 
qualified from a competition' 
because (he jury could not 
believe she hadn't seen the 
piece before. For the same rea¬ 
son she never learned to impro¬ 
vise. as other top-flight organ¬ 
ists do. 

“It's not because 1 don't 
want to. Ifs because 1 can’t 
By the time 1 was aware of it I 
had son of lost my innocence." 
She agreed that young musi¬ 
cians should learn to make the 
sounds before learning to read 
the notes, as babies do. 

Does she write music? 

“Definitely not 

’There's so much bad music 
in the world—and much of it 
sent to me in illegible manu¬ 
scripts—that I don't want to 
add m it." 

The permanent switch From 
piano lo organ happened 
almost accidentally after Weir 
played at Aikmaar in the Neth¬ 
erlands and heard Bach's coun¬ 
terpoint with ne’w ears. "When 
each new voice came in ‘l 
remember feeling that someone 
was coming up ibc aisle carry¬ 
ing a flag." she said. 

While still at the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Music, she was per¬ 
suaded against her will to enter 
the competition in St Albans 
which launched her career. She 
had to he chivvied up (he road 
in her Mini, detained on a 
tomhstone in the cathedral 
graveyard and finally tracked 
down to a friend’s house. “I 
was very insecure and shy." 

“Are you still nervous?" 

“Yes. about some things. 1 
feel I understand the world of 
music better than 1 understand 
anything else. 

"Sometimes everything else 
seems so completely, crazy— 
like dealing with the gas board 
and the electricity people." 

Music is for expressing the 
inexpressible, she said. "It ts 
the ultimate." ’ 

it is also therapeutic: the 
Russians use it to treat arthritis 
and it is known to help mental 
patients, it keeps die morning 
commuters moving at railway 
stations. It can stir warlike, 
spirit, or be used 10 keep the 
peace. But piped music at 
Iunchcime--piped music at any 
time—that’s a different thing 
altogether. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 


By James Res ton Jr. 

apocalypse now ... 

Apocalypse Then ... Apolca- 
lypse Forever ... Apocalypse 
Sooner. Later, or Never ... not 
to mention the Final Apoca¬ 
lypse—when did this lofty 
word become so sinister? 

The last book of the Bible, 
the Book of Revelation, some¬ 
times called the Book of the 
Apocalypse, has something to 
do with the word's modern 
association with disaster. In 
that fantastic and confusing 
book, we find the images of 
horrible monsters, islands 
changing their positions, the 
heavens opening up. Through 
the first millennium-and-a-half 
after Christ, these stories were 
seen as metaphors, the mysti¬ 
cal and perhaps even demented 
imaginings of the apostle St. 
John the Divine. The tales of 
on end time were not meant to 
be treated literally, nor were 
they so depicted. 

In its modern usage, how¬ 
ever. the word “apocalypse” 
occasions fear and trembling. 
But the word has been draped 
with this terrible 
trapping only in _ _ •; 
the past 500 
years. If we go 
back to its Greek 
derivation. ■ the BM-A-A = 
word means an rafiKfepfl 

uncovering, a dis- 

I put the trims- iKjjSbs 
formation of the j 
word's meaning 
from revelation to 
catastrophe down "./'""nSK 
to an exact year. -f y 
149S AD; to an ) 

exact place: . 1 
Nuremberg, Ger¬ 
many; and to an • 
exact work: a series of wood- 
cut etchings called "Apoca¬ 
lypse” by Albrecht Durer. Of 
all the visual depictions of the 
apocalypse,' these disturbing 
drawings are the most famous. 
Durer wiped out the abstract 
and mystical images. By 
blending realism with fantasy, 
his works enhanced the fear 
and foreboding about the apoc¬ 
alypse. the imagined fore¬ 
knowledge of our own end— 
and' whatV to ‘ come- in its 
wake_ 

Durer’s etching of "The 
Four Horsemen of the Apoca¬ 
lypse" is the best known of the 
series. The woodcut possesses 
a horrifying dynamic move- 


wind. his face is-natural, tnus- 
cular, human, except that his 
eyes are blank as if he were 
blind. 

The Fourth- Horseman, 
Death, is placed below ihe 
black stallion, The avenger is 
an emaciated, siick-Iike figure, 
with a gaunt face and wild 
eyes. He carries a pitchfork 
instead of the traditional 
scythe, as if he is harvesting 
rather than killing. His 
advanced age, his crazed jook. 
his decrepit horse make him 
all the more terrifying. 

If Durer's "Four Horsemen" 
are his most famous apocalyp¬ 
tic work, his portrayal of the 
opening of the Fifth and Sixth 
Seals of the sacred book that 
held the fate of the world lies 
at the heart of the modem con¬ 
cept of apocalypse. This was 
the passage in Revelation that 
so transfixed wacky acolyte 
David Koresh in Waco, Texas, 
before his fiery group immola¬ 
tion. The artist did not depict 
the-actual opening. Nor did he 
depict the earthquake. that 
occurred after the. Sixth Seal 
• was broken.” Rather, he ima¬ 
gined the 

‘xSS 


result of the opening. A 
shower of burning stars rains 
down upon a cowering human¬ 
ity, as the sun turns black "as 
a sack cloth pf hair" and the 
moon becomes blood red. The 
triangle . of . falling, burning 
stars Js the- focus of the 
woodcut'. . - : . 

Ax a work of art, Durer’s 
woodcut of the Fifth and Sixth 
'Seals -may be less ‘successful/; 
than die . Four Horsemen. But'- 1 
it established fiirmly die idea - 
of the apocalypse as the fiery 
end for humankind in what for 1 
us seems very like i. nuclear 
conflagration; ... 

Often, the. question is asked 
if terror reigned iathe streets a 


ment as the foiirhorsemen gal- thousand years ago "as the 
lop across the. sky, vying with' .world appro ached., the first 


one another for position, tram¬ 
pling their victims underfoot. 
The rider on the black steed is 
the central figure. While he 
trails his balance of justice and 
judgment behind him in the 


millennium. The . answer, is 
cleady no: The "Western world 
of 1000 AD-was an illiterate 
place with no awareness of the 
calendar and no real apprecia¬ 
tion of the passage of time. 


But if we must have a histor^^ * “» 1 I 
cal parallel for a time seize £ t 
with rampant paranoia aboUti^ 
the end of the world, 1500 Afc^*^ 
is the year. When that jutwle^ n 
year approached, the industry r If 
ous and God-fearing populac u i 1f IA • 
of Europe was consumed wiml U* 
religious foreboding. At last, iv 
was believed, the long-a'wailei 
return of Christ would come t«. 
pass. 

Jn part, the paranoia can b> 
explained by die invention o . 
printing. Gutenberg’s printing 
press Had arrived in Nurcm , 
berg, and in ihe years after . 
wand, the presses turned ou\ 
literature and art with unparat . 
leled speed and in unparalleled 
quantity. 

In 1472, astronome ' 

Johannes Regiomontanus 
printed a series of popular cal¬ 
endars. For the first time ir " 

Western civilization, there war 
a wide appreciation of the. pas- 
sage of days and years, espe- 
dally toward an apocalyptic 
benchmark. The calendars - 
were widely distributed, and: 
Regiomontanus was sum¬ 
moned lo Rome by Pope Six-; 
tus IV to work on the reform- 
_____ of the calendar. 

7 1 Coupled with ihe ; 

wide dissemination ot 
ST j the calendar was a . 

) Vi J techriicaJ advance in. 
clock-making. The,. 

qgjH invention of the ctj? -- 
spring around 150C . 

\ Vfl made it possible to .- 
JjB mass-produce small, 

. lightweight clocks for . - 
IwkmI . the home. 

The tick of the 
iffiSgggB . clock went along with 
ra§Sj j the turning of thecal-.' 
gjSglQU endar page to give the „ 
rvxjffe citizen of Reforma-/ 
tion Europe, a fresh'.. . 
and Ultimate aware- 
ness of the passage of. 
time toward an unnerving and - ' ' 
clearly inevitable landmark' 
date. 

And whai happened at the 
date was a revelation: the am---' 
val of Martin Luther and df*’" 
shaking of 'the Catholic- ' 

Church to its very roots. - 

Ironically. Luther himself-* '• 
had grave douhts about the 
Book of-Revelation and rele- 
• gated it to an appendix in his 

German New Testament. ■“ —.—■ 

Today, “tf we " have anything » w 
overtly apocalyptic, it is the tiff |4 tit 
year 2000 computer problem. JjM | 

But fear not: We will get 5 
Through that. We may have a 
few eye openers. before it's 
over,. but it will not be as u 
unsettling as the Protestant ^ . 

' Reformation around 1500 oras: ; - 
histdric as the Christianization : > 
of Europe, nearly , all at once, 
in the year 1000. ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 





the angle like impatient inmates of an old 
peupleS home. Then, shedding such sub¬ 
servience. they snatched as many bananas 
eu fruit, hetnre climbing quickly clear to 
peel and munch uninterrupted. 

A mother and child came swinging 
ctose and a collective “oaah" swept 
through (he audience, A large female had 
a helpless baby clinging on (o her flank 
that cried out occasionally with fear. As if 
one infant was not enough, the mother 
- was also helping an older child. leading 
hands and legs on to secure holds as the 
family worked Ibeir way slowly to the 
feeding-plot form. 

The volley ol shutters reached a frenzy 
and the first faint sounds of electronic 
rewinds broke the jungle silence and our 


group concentration scattered in frantic 
searches for replacement Sim. 

Once the edge was off their hunger,, the 
orangs settled down to give their audience 
a once-over. The small baby, a startled 
face under a shock Of mod-professor hair, 
took too close a look at a couple of over¬ 
weight tourists and started to cry. 

An adolescent struck a pose with legs 
and aims hanging diagonally up, bum low 
like a double arrow pointing down.'And 
directly below was ^ ‘ranger. He. moved ' 
quickly aside. 1 looked" upnervously, but 
there were no strong brandies ovtfrhead 
and I would hot be «ieediijg,a waterproof 
hat ‘ 

Tbe orange faces yawned. :5trctched and 
frowned In expressions mirroring our 


own. The young orang that, still needed 
help to climb found himself unable lo 
reach.a clump of bananas and threw a tan* 
tnpn. Hq threw himself on his back and 
kicked his. legs in the air and squealed. 

TTiis was a familiar scene to die west¬ 
ern spectators, who looked away, embar¬ 
rassed, while .the orang-utans also pre~ 
tended not to notice. 

Sheepishly he .pulled himself .together 
and tottered back to mum, reaching out a 
hand and touching her shoulder_ In an 
opparent heed.for reassurance. The per¬ 
formance was so human 1 started- to feel 

like eating a banana my&crfji ‘0 
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WASHINGTON—Less than 
one month after becamfa*an 
American citizen, Martfafaue- 
boro former Frcndiman David 
■Regis expects to te a Worid 
•Pq) defender when his new 
“homeland plays in ins old ooe. 

Banmg a surprise in Satur¬ 
day's final United States 
tuneup against Scotland, the 
left-footed standout item the 
German BuudesKgawffl S3 tte 
final vacancy on the US World 
Cup roster for France. 

_ 1 tbude h’s jua a mailer of 
time before I name. David 
Regis.” US coadtSteve Sarap- 
soosaid. 

Regis was naturalized May 
20 in Los Angeles under a lit- 
de-used rule to expedite flic 
process so Regis could he set 
ID Stan ai left back for the US' 
team, which opens June 15 
stgainst Germany, “ft win be 
special to play in France. Play- 
. jb*g in my coontiy but not fisr 
Mmy country will be -scry 
^ironic’’ Regis sari *Tbe colors 
1 wiB defend are American bat 
. r m still FnodL It’s tfifficaft id 
forget so many yean in the 
cnfture.” 

.Sairqistw .found Regis diffi- - 
. cult to forget after seeing trim 
jday for Karlsruher, where he . 
scored five goals. "He corues 
forward with fintdiiy and. 
scores goals in the flow of the 
game,"Sazspson said. “He is a 
very talented player who ««< 

1 speed in the back. Cm very 
impressed with his play'* 

Regis sparked ao interest 
from the French WorldCnp 
squad, but agent Michael 


Mostpeopfe most wit dm* 

. years after marrying a IU5. df- 
apply for citizenship 
the m selves. But the proces s 
can be hasiened if the U.S. 
spouse wo±s abroad. 

fa earty April, the US Soc¬ 
cer Federation helped 
Regis’wife land a Job in 
-Fian ce with the samw travel 
firm that has a business 
' with US Soccer to sell Worid 
Gup rickets in the . United 


old him about Regis' Amen- 
car-bom bride N9di The 
couple eddvates tbdr pmd 
anniversary i»*t . month and 
they haye .a. oa&yeaMjld 
daughter. \ ' 7 ^,..^“ 


- 'i know there are people 
who fight for years to have 
this,” Regis said of his atizen- 
ship, which was rewarded with 
a flag signed by the US rwnn 
and a chorus of ~Fhe Star- 
Spazgled Bsehkt" sang by bos 
new team-mates. “That's my 
next step, to Jearo foe words fa 
the national anthem,” sad 
-Regis, who knows be is Beefy 
denying a spot to a native-boni 
American who l«t been 
dreaming ami working longer 
for the hOBCtt. • “ft’s nnfruxn- 
nae. but ifsriie iaw of sport,” 
Regis sad. ^Tteyers come and 
pi hi i soccer. ft's normal, Ootn- 
mg in three weeks before is 
tSffiaoft. f know there-are lots 
tifplayers who wastso get to 
rins level. They haue fanadeF- 
stimd. it's the law of sport.” 
Jeff Agoos. a US.defcader 
bus in Swazeriand. helped 
Regis study for fecmzrashjp 
test knowing fcftweH Regis 
piWMig foe' test »mght .cut hes 
fibgiig rime. “It's xHSjOdt I 
■woh!> .;'lie.” Agoos - sad. 
“Myseff asd foe other gays 
have foo^a foe a fang jane, 
put in a Jot^idoocLsceeataad 


is' tfo.tewab .US 
player bom in another land. 
Vagafonastbun - •-. .ftzki 


the US team as a result of mar¬ 
rying American women. 

German-bom US captain 
Thomas Dooieyand Dtfldjman 
Banc Stewan were natmafized 
because each, bad an American 
serviceman for a parent. Doo¬ 
ley sod Ins own a dj u stmen t 
' was much easier than that of 
Regis so for. “it's much worse 
for David,” Dooley said. “He 
spades French and a Sole Ger¬ 
man. bat it’s almost impossible 
fa have a con v ersation with 
Mm.” 

US midfielder Tab Ramos 
and Im famil y emigrated from 
Uruguay when be was 10. He 
does not worry that US talent 
development has been slow. 
”We; should have - foe best 
ptayeix wE can have,” Ramos 
sad. “Does that mean we 
should go around foe world 
n^ r i ii g everyone a crises? 
No. WetovetoJook at players 
fire Thomas-Dooley and Roy 
Wegerie. They made an 
improvement to foe team. J 
think foe next Worid Cup wSD 
be . played by . American 
produces.” 

Bra for now, foe US team 
must refy on imp ort s foe way 
Jamaica’s -. -“Reggae 

Boyz T ’necded several English 
players fa qualify. . 

Regis, 29. was foe youngest 
of ]0 rfAfa pM of a retired 
French Navy v ete ran and a 
teacher Before becoming a cit- 

— ia=n, be bad only twice been in . 
foe Boded States. *"I b cii e v& in 

- a foe sparr of soccer, when 
, forse’s a player who can bring 

- ypu a tittJc more. it'.s. normal 
. fok -you * have to - -accept. 
hun.’ltegis said. “A lot of peo¬ 
ple ^have supported me. 1 want 
to justify forir effort to get me 


French worried that 


gate-crashers could 
spoil party 


PARIS—Thousands of police 

are undergoing special naming; 
fflfa-Cercorisl squads are work¬ 
ing overtime, and fus-aid 
teams are lehearrixg their emer¬ 
gency drills. With jus days to 
go before foe sart of the World 
G»p, his not only the pla yer* 
who are busy preparing them¬ 
selves for the biggest soccer 
ever* in history. “The Worid 
Cop should be fast and fore¬ 
most a party, but fa make sure 
it’s a success, security will be 
faadaxnemai,” French Interior 


Minister Jean-Pierrc Cbevene- 
mrausaid. 

•' Police tear numerous gate- 
■exasbers might be planning to 
spoil the party, from fundaraen- 
tafist guerrillas to Tron^ii-cc boo- 
Dgans and mifimm 

tracker*. who have 
fa bring 
Fiance to its knees 
with a strike during the 
c omp e ti t ion . 

TocotHUertbe risks. 

France has mobilized 
one of its la rgest secur¬ 
ity operations since 
"World War U, promis¬ 
ing a mixt ure of overt 
poCdng and under¬ 
cover operations. “We 
will go into tins Worid 
Cup knowing that we 
have done everything 
possible fa handle the 
event,” said Reac- 
Georges Qoeny. a 
pdOce inspector gen¬ 
eral. who .is co-ordinating 


March uncovered evidence tiru 
Algerian guerrillas were prepar¬ 
ing a World Cup bombing 
campaign. 

Police played down the 
investigation, saying it had no; 
revealed anything “dramaUca!?> 
worrying.' Bui senior official, 
said hchind-ihc-scenes prorves 
were continuing 

Crack military units will pro¬ 
vide security lor icams such as 
foe United Stales, while armed 
troops Will guard some half- 
ties. “Threats luring France 
have not yd disappcmsJ-" Crtc- 
venemem said-Hoouganisro 
could also prtn-idc major prob¬ 
lems. With France so easily 
a cc e s sible, and travel relatively 
cheap, police tear foe comcctt- 



security plant for foe Interi or 
Ministry- ' 

Security was very tight a foe 
last Worid Gap in 1994- in the 
UnHed States, bat there was 
very brie trouble. By the end of 
foe 52-mateh lournaroeni, fewer 
than 100 people had been 
arrested. 

Nobody expects France to 
get off so figtefy “Our biggest 
security concern this year is 
undoubtedly terrorism." said 
Walter Gagg. bead of security 
at soccer’s worid governing 
body. FIFA. “The terrorists 
know there is no tagger plat¬ 
form for them than the World 
Cup.” 

Newspapers speculated thru a 
raid <m suspected Moslem fim- 
dameatafots in Belgium in 


linn in June and July mieh; 
prove irresistible to Europe’s 
array of football thugs.French 
security officials have beer, 
working with their European 
counterparts for months in a bid 
in head oft' violence, identi tying 
troublemakers and making sure 
crowd-control tactics will he 
deployed at foe stadia. 

French police will maintain a 
fenv profile, leaving much of foe 
haste patrolling to “civii- 
ian”siewards. Some beiicve the 
much-publicized problems with 
ticketing could provide a poten¬ 
tial ftashpoinLThs Organizing 
Committee (CFO) has been crit¬ 
icized for its handling of ticket 
sales, keeping many of foe scats 
for French nationals and reserv¬ 
ing only a few for foreign soc¬ 
cer federations. 

* 


Tickeibss ueu- arc being 
Urgii act to cc-mr ;n France, bui 
mans people arc expected to 
m 2 i;c foe trip in the nope of 
picking cp tickets on the black 
nujrkeLTnis raises the spectre of 
an explosive mix of fans from 
dtficren! countries mingling 
together, rather than foe usual 
arnmeemenj nl seating accord¬ 
ing fo nationality If fon fail to 
eei seats, rivai jans are likely in 
converge on grant icicv ision 
screens nereg sci up in the host 
cities, to show foe games. 

Throw in summer heat and 
cheep French w-i^e. end you 
have a recipe for iroabi:. 

The iniari-i- Ministr, will 
acpiov up to 6.00b puiice a day 
or. World Cup duty. Among 
their number will be 
units of touch CRS 
riot troops. Mag tv 
trotes will also be on 
hand at the grounds 
:o get a close view 
of trouble before 
activating a well- 
established “fast- 
Lrael." justice syv 
tern foal will see ihe 
accused fried and 
sentenced within 48 
hours. Penalties will 
be increased to force 
years ir. jail for 
offenses inchtdins 
dnnken hcriaxior. 
violence and 
incitemcai. 

In addition, plain- 
cloihcj “spotters” will come 



from around Europe id heip the 
French to hunt down known 
hooligans. “Wc will find them, 
uc always do." a senior British 
police officer. Chief Superinten¬ 
dent Eddy Curtis, said. But the 
best plans may be left in toilers 
if French truckers’ unions carry 
out their threat to block access 
to grounds as pan of their long- 
running pay dispute. 

Lorry drivers have already 
hroughi Fiance to a halt twice in 
the post rwo years with strikes. 
And a few well-placed block¬ 
ades could cause similar chaos 
at the finals. After mouths of 
preparations for an invasion of 
foreign hooligans and terrorists, 
the police may find the biggest 
threat to public order comes 
from their own backyard.* 


for coaches than fans 




CASABLANCA, Morocco — 
The King Hassan fl Cup pro¬ 
vided the p e rfect World Cop- 
launch pad for the four teams m . 
even if much of the fo otbaB 
was experimental * aad 
instantly forgettable. — 

French coach Airae Jacques, 
(whose side techtucafiy w» 
the low-key Cup far c aiwe they 
scored mm.godsftaaaipBe 
else), Morocco coach Henri 
Michel, Glenn Huddle offing- 
land and Georges -Leekens of 
Belgium .til said they made 
huge .gains with ...die . gai n 
event less than .two meeks - 



Marocco 


away. 

“We have had a good week 
here mid worked very hard 
indeed. It has helped bond the 
spirit Ert the camp. We ccr- 
utinly haven't, wasted «r 
lime,”3acqBel sakL Michel 
added: T am very satisfied 
because the games against 
' England and-ftaoce gave my 
. players badly-needed uftema- 
■JBonal experience. We tiso 
showed tihat a lth o ug h we may 
be outstdms, we do possess 
some good technical and tacti¬ 
cal qualities.” 

Hoddle, whose sooad tact 


I conrideraUe local ., cririasm 
for baa^aemselve^fa Spain 
and jnSL flying in for matribes, 
was also defigftted to lave 
iviwi past. Tt gave me die 
chance to e xp er iu gnt with 
systems and take a final took 
at aB ray ptojras.1 nw know 
20 of inj 22r«an sqoad-.lt has 
been an ext re mely usefhl 


faqxrieace. 

Leekens 


_ ~h » 

always good to get some tonr- 
n»m rni play under your fiats, 
even if the tournament -» a 
low-key .one. I arii mnch 


dearer in knowing reman, 
things about ray pb^rs nowiT 
AH four teams experimented 
heavily in their two games 
with Jacqoei making eight 
c h a ng es fa kas startup Ene- 
qjs; Mkhd and Hoddle seven 
aad Leekens starting with 
entirety different teams against 
France oa Wednesday, which 
die French won 1-0. and for 
Friday's scoreless * draw 


Morocco on Friday, was 
delighted his team had been 
involved fa such a passionate 
game ~h was a veiy good 
game and I. have to admit that 
Morocco scared us. but 1 think 
vreiesponded well both indi¬ 
vidually and collectively. 
“The players all were 
reminded about the passions 
and intensity of a top-notch 
inter national imucfr and that 
was an important lesson 
before the Worid Cup suns.” 

Jacquet was also relieved 
that bis sde scored two good 
goals and that someone other 
than .Zinedine Zidane grabbed 
Laurent Blanc headed 
rite first from a corner and 
Youri pjorkaeff added a sec¬ 
ond soon after coming on as a 
substitute. 



France 



Bdgnmi triumphed on the 
night with a 4-3 pena&y shoot¬ 
out victory but u nd er the 
somewhat Byzantine rales of 
the competition still finished 
boBcBL France won h. “The 
penalties may have been a hit 
farcical , my players and the 
'English players <fid not even 
realize they would be taking 
them and had to swap their 
shins back after the match,” 
said Leekens. 

'‘Bur they were good ptac- 
~ rice for tire Worid Cap. ft may 
not be rite only time in -the 
next few weeks rinse players 
tv£D be-taking penalties after a 

drawn game.” 

Jacqoet.wbose team £pl- 
; lotted thfcir non over Belgium 
wnfc a faugh 2-2 rfaw^amst 


Morocco won that penalty 
shootout 6-5. Another goal- 
scorer to catch the eye was 
England's 18-year-old 

Michael Owen.wbo became 
his country's youngest-ever 
scorer wub foe winner fa thmr 
1-0 win over Morocco on 
Wednesday. He did not score 


after coming oa as substitute 
against Belgium, but a huge 
campaign has begun bock in 
England to persuade Hoddle to 
include him in his starting 
fincup in England’s first World 
Cup match against Tunisia on 
June15. 

Saiaheddine Bassir of 
Morocco emerged as the top 


Belgian* 



scorer from the wo games 
with two goals, scoring both 
against France .His second 
was an outstanding curling 
shot from 25 meters and 
World Cup opponents Nor¬ 
way. Brazil and Scotland 
should have taken note of it 

Marc Wilmots impressed in 
foe Belgian midfield against 
France and although be did 
not play against England, be 
could provide the basis cf an 
industrious Belgian midfield, 
possibly in harness with the 
32-year veteran Er.zo Scifo. 
who had a fine game as play- 
maker against England. 

Now 32 and hack in the 
international side :o win his 
SOfa cap after seating differ¬ 
ences with Leekens. his per¬ 
formance recalled his heyday 
of a decade ago and he also 
went close to scormg-The one 
worry for Leekens was that his 
team was the only one failing 

to score a goal in their iwo 
games despite creating several 
excellent chances.! 
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No negotiations planned to stop Air 
Fiance strike 

PARIS — Air France pilots maintained their plan to strike at 
midnight Sunday, a move likely to disrupt travel plans for some 
soccer fans heading to 

the World Cup. 


Air France, the offi¬ 
cial Worid Cup car¬ 
rier. expects to cancel 
90 percent of long- 
haul flights for this 
week. About 25 per- 
cem of short, and 
medium-haul flights 
out of Paris’Chaiies 
de Gaulle airport are 

likely to be main¬ 
tained. the company 
nos said, and about 17 
percent out of Orly 



airport. The pilots union called a 15-day renewable strike start¬ 
ing June 1. Three smaller unions called for a strike from Mon¬ 
day to Thursday. No negotiations were planned. 

'The clients we will penalize tomorrow are our clients, but 
we have no other choice.” union spokesman Christian Paris 
said on France Info radio. “We express our sincere regrets in 
advance for passengers we cannot transport tomorrow.” 

Angered at the pilots' decision, leftist lawmaker Georges 
Sarre denounced them as “foe damned of the Earth.” Sarrc. 
speaking Sunday on French television, said the pilots are “prac¬ 
ticing blackmail on the company” ahead of the World Cup. 
which will attract hundreds of thousands of spectators. 

Pilots want Air France to abandon a plan to save S85 million 
annually on pilots' salaries and to do away with a one-year cut 
of first-vear salaries from $59,000 to S40.700. 


Gasa misses the worid cup 

LONDON —Paul Gascoigne, the only remaining player on 
England's national team who played in foe 1990 "World Cup. 
was cut from " foe tourna¬ 

ment roster on Sunday by 


coach Glenn Hoddle.Tbe 
colorful but erratic 31- 
vear-old midfielder has 
been criticized for his lack 
of fitness in recent games. 
Ankle and groin injuries 
sidelined him for much of 
last season and he limped 
off the field with a leg 
injury during Friday's 
exhibition game against 
Scotland. 

Hoddle also cut Totten¬ 
ham goalkeeper Ian 
Walker. ' Manchester 
United's Phil Neville and 
Nicky Butt. Coventry’s 
Dion Dublin and Evenon's 
.Andy Hinchciiffe. Hoddle 
retained Les Ferdinand. 



the Tottenham forward who also has had injury problems this 
season. 


Peruzzi misses the worid cup 

FLORENCE. Italy —Angelo Peruzzi. Italy's starting goal¬ 
keeper, injured his left calf in practice Sunday and will miss the 
World Cup. 

“I wanted it so badly.” Penrzzi said. “It was my first World 
Cup. Maybe it's a sien I’ll never plav in a World Cup in mv 
life.” 


Giaiduca Pagiiuca. foe starter in 1994. will move up to No.l 
and Francesco Toldo was called up to take Pcruzzi's place on 
foe roster. 

“1 was jumping when 1 felt a very painful twinge.” Peruzzi 
said. ”1 thought maybe someone had thrown a stone at me. "But 
now 1 have fa face reality. 1 realized from the intensity of the 
pain that it was not a slight injury.” ■ 


South Africa pay to play Germany 

JOHANNESBURG. South Africa —South Africa's Football 
Association has agreed to pay $80,000 to Iceland to play an 
exhibition game next Saturday in Stuttgart. Germany. Johan¬ 
nesburg's Sunday Times 

reported. 


R afana Bafana coach Phi¬ 
lippe Troussier refused to give 
interviews after his team's 1-1 
tie Saturday against Stuttgart 
Kickers of the German second 
division. At South Africa's 
training camp in Obertal, in 
Germany's Black Forest. 
Troussier threatened to fine 
players $1,000 if they used the 
tennis courts. “Tennis is a dan¬ 
gerous sport and it would be 
catastrophic if one of foe 
players got hun on the court,' 



Troussier was quoted as saying. He said golf or bicycling 
through the countryside were more acceptable forms of 
recreation. 


Tickets again 

LONDON—British Sports Minister Tony Banks won't use his 
World Cup tickets as a protest against foe way tickets were 
allocated. 

“I actually am not going to go; quite deliberately not going to 
go out of protest because of the way the system operates, or 
doesn't operate.” he said, adding he will watch foe games on 
large-screen TVs with “a lot of other people.” 


Mondial friendlies’ Matches 

Yogoslavia vs Nigeria 3-0 
Chile vs Tunesia 3-2 
US vs Scotland 0-0 


Norway vs Saudia Arabia 6-0 
Holland vs Cameroon 0-0 


Austria vs Tunesia 
France vs Belgium 
Germany vs Finland 
Morocco vs England 
Slovakia vs Croatia 




Sfer^uonfs: Scott Booth (Borussia Dortmund), 
_ Gcm»n ;f>Hrie ), Kevin Gallacher 

(Bhokbom (Royers),'Darren Jackson (Celtic). 
SfaoonDocrwBy(Osltic). '• 

’ vSswEArabia squad . . 

. Setafi Arabian squad for foe World 

i; -C^ip^sed<»iSmKfayi 

Mohammed 
^^Datyafal-Tae), ffassein 
S&o^TQat&siya), Tayar 

= : atHatif (sti-Nasr). 

■*". fiefegdexs: -- - Mohammed 
Ahmed 

DouldaV; (aLHilal), 

v Mohammed JKhlaiwi faJ- 
. > - Jarfaf), Ahmed Jamil fal- 
v Atafodlah Souiei- 

- «aa jaLAfrfi), - Hussein 
O-AbiW Ctaai (aJ-AHi), 

; ; •*.. Abdt£ Azjz al-Jancnbt <al- 


. Nasrj. 

Midfielders: Fouad Anwar (ai-Giabaab), 
Khaims al-Ouairan (ai-Hilal). Ibrahim Mater 
(aUNasrj, Khaied Messaed (al-AMi), Hamza 
Saleh (al-Ahli), 

Strikers: Nawaf al-Tnmyat (al-Hikl), Sami 


al-Jaber 



(aLHilall, • Fahd 
aLMballd (al-Ofrabaab), 
Youssef Ttotmayan (al- 
Hifal). Sayed ^-Owmraa 
(ai- Chabakt). Oubetd al- 
Doossari (al-Wehda), Ibra^. 
him Sautid (al-Ahli). ’ 
Belgian sgsad- 
BRUSSELS -— Belgimn 
coach Georges Leekens 
named foe following 22- 
man sq&aJ’ for il» World 
Cap finals on Saurday: 
Ctffllkeepers: FtBp de 


Wilde (Anderiecht), Daay Verlfaden (Club 
Bruges), PfuDppe Vande Walle (Eendracht 
Aala). 

. Defendears: Vital Boritelmans (Dub Bruges). 
Era: DeflaafoB (Chib Bruges). Lorenzo Stae- 
fcps (Chtb Bruges), Bertrand Crasson (Nap- 
" _ oil), Gordan Vidovic (Excelsior Mouscraa). 

• Eric Van Meir (lieree). Glen De Boeck \ 
\ (Anderlechi), Mike Verstraeten (Genmnal. i 

Bteren). 1 

Midfielders: Danny. Boffin (FC Metz), Franky j 

‘ : Van *&&& (Club Bruges). Nico Van Kerck- , 
hoven (lierse). Mare Wilmots (Schalke 04). ; 

Philippe ' Gemean (Gaik), Enzo Scifo , 

•.(Anderiecte) ’ I 

Forwards: Lokonda Mpenza (Standard 
.. Liege), Mbo Mpeoza (Standard Liege), Luc 
V NIlis.fPSV'Bndboveu). Luis Oltvcira^(Fioren- ] 

•’ tina), (fan Verheyen (Club Bruges). j 
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g.innlp.ment en frangais du Star 


Audiovisuel 

La production en perte d usages 

Deplus la Guerre du Golfe. elle ^ 

Une crae grave aia responsabihtes partagees. 

. - n hiiiit*-; de orod■■ ] 


Degraissage de la f onc ^ n .P ub jlf^i^L f^Jfdetejonction 

• UeouvcmeTnentjordanien a dicuie de.™duire<ronctiontunres.Leministredu 

r ra TdW e m™te d^rte™nB 

cluffre represente plus du tiers Japp^ sa ianiile dans le secteur public s est Oevee a . 

S Je l 2£?Tm7%^‘n,a»t ta : d.ux ton: du pane <dont 6,8 * 

comroriTS rfu Fomis monetaire international (FMIl 



/ • Forces s pe. » Locataires A Suspe gjT 


All C line emission sur 
I'hisloirc du pays- pas Jl* pro¬ 
duction cinematograph ique de- 
puts Maihusalem el MirtouL une 
chute dmnvaliquc du nombre dc 
series pur rapport aux annees 
SO. DC-sormuis. les tclespccta- 
icurs sc regalem suriout dc 
I'eui Herons venus dc Syric ou 
d'Ecvpic. ou finances pur des 
pays" du Golfe. - Duns les an- 
51). U-\ .series jorda- 
nicitiie.s rivaltsuicnr awe les 
autre* productions du mondc 
urtibc. regrelic Mushour Al- 
Hadid. mellcur cn scene el dt- 
recicur dc la principals com- 
piienie dc produclion jorda¬ 
nienne. uuhnudhui. e est uvt 
lr cnntrtiire Les Jocau.x uc la 
compugnic soni vides. les ta¬ 
bles dc regie ci dc montage ue- 
sesptfrement inoccupfics. Lc 
nombre d’employes a £tc reduii 
dc deux tiers pour lairc survi- 
vre un maslodonte qui de 19SJ 
a lfWl a crache plus de 1300 


heures-d'images. Les annees de 
vachcs grasses sont hen loin 
maintenant. «Cesl mcme nm 
qui paie le W* i u f sc [{ L 'j‘* 
It lc cafe-, se plaint Mushour 
Al-Hodid. Placite sous la tuielle 
du eouvemement. la compa- 
vinic a sombre peu a peu dans la 
nvauvaise geslion cl 
linsuffisance dc financements. 
Gabegie de pouvoirs publics 
prtfoccupes par d'autres pnon- 
LCS 

Esf.cc suffisant pour expli- 
uuer lc marasme aciuel. qui 
sc value a launc dcs quaire mil¬ 
lions dc JD de deu« de 
I'entrcprisc ? En fait, la Guerre 
du Golfe a etc lc cuulyseur dc 
ccite descente aux enters : 
-Nous aeons du arrelcr la re¬ 
duction a la suite dc la decision 
des pays du Golfe de ne puts 
aclietc? nos series ct nos emis¬ 
sions*. racontc le directcur. 

Pourtant la production jorda- 
nienne n'est pas morte. 




Extrait de la serie Le sel noir, un des succis de la produc¬ 
tionjordanienne pendant les gloneuses annees 80. 


Ouclqucs •boites de prod- pri¬ 
vies se sont monuies ccs der- 
nifcrcs annees. Elies re all sent dc 
temps cn temps des senes lo¬ 
cales. Sari Al-Asuad est le pa¬ 
tron d'une de ccs jcunes _mai- 
sons de production ct pretend 
nlutot bien s en sortir. Selon lui. 
les difficult^ de la production . 
audiovisuelle Rationale nc vicn- 
nent pas seulement de la Guerre 
du Golfe ou du manque 
d'argent mais aussi *de 
I'incapacite des artistes jordti- 
niens a Dissembler leurs ener¬ 
gies* Actcur lui-memc. San 
Al-Asaad dficrit unc situation 
oi» les comrfdiens I'uient la Jor- 
danic pour alter se vendrc au 
plus offrant dcs pays du Gone. 
Lc jeunc produeteur estirnc 
qu'ils devraient davantage sc 
prendre en main et commc lui. 
s'invcsiir dans la creation lo¬ 
cale. 

Nader Imran, cclcbre cl fan- 
tasque metteur en scene jorda¬ 
nien, est d'accord avee cette 
analyse : -Les prvductcurs el 
les acleitrs se sent egares. ex- 
plique-t-il a son tour, I'argent 
est un ecueil quits peuvenisur- 
monter. s’ils croient a leurs 
competences*. Enfin. lc milieu 
artistique semble menace par 
une gangrtne interne. Nader 
Imran, en connaisscur. denoncc 
1'arrivdc devant les cameras 
d'individus qui disent savoir 
jouer la com&iie et qui sunout 
ont benefici£ du hutw <pi»|on). 
Des faux-acleursqui decredibil- 
isent les rates productions jor- 
daniennes. aux yeux dun pu¬ 
blic de plus en plus cxigeant. ■ 
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plus d , utie te^t^.5» 0 F^W’, ■ njdne'^jSMA.^ 
encefdent . flft 

ehauss^e d’uri initneabfc y^ * 

ceatre de Sahbs*s'— 
situde a I'BSt-tfAjnmaifc-wgW 
dWidus supectfe des 1 : roedrtrra- 
d’AI Rabieh. e* de 
seraient. -r Qugjfo - 

mcmbrfe ' .ai^agv Mrf. 

4h3^X' Les'ipoficiers Brappent_ 

porte.'aeTaU&.qui donne suMKgR d 

.rue. Us appplkaff 

certain Abtv=Sultan. Vg ul ' c T^^T etjjie 

- aussitflL avec. sa mune . &&& 

amWraine-d'origine.&iya^'■ 
el ses cinq enfanls. E«' s, yS?* s 
sont peut-etre alors-fin 
wer le temps: dans to . 

1 'appel de b poltecfliitW »- 
I mandede se 

l dpivem armds dans-'l^^e^dej 
bainr La'fiisiBade^’eng^^ 1 

- deux hqmmes tereA: 

. . cames.-de 


seat' trots: 4 s -. 

ChpehdaiB-. ib 

’ totir-autoiir/dti^lin^i^ 

mantrpir-'fes.'Kms.^f" 

harnmad.-iJaiM^^ 

taudi^auxt " 

toot; dfr rtSroe? 

' cniV '-tfe'bain.et ^ 

un coin de la cutsmei Son camar _ 
rade, Jamal EnsouKVtentt une--: 
sortie suicicbire. U eat.tu£ sur le 
pas dc la porte-de l.alKe. Un.- 
chien est envoys pour evacuee 
son corps, • , 

Vets U heures. to P°' 1C ?. 
semble toujpurs ignores 

^trangemenL qu’il ne teste plus 
; qu’un- seul suspea tens 

'■ rappartement Une nouvclte 
\ taque est d&idie. utSai&z 

hommes ■ pfinfcaent dans ijHfe- 
■' Selon des tfimoins, les 

amaient dr£ ube bombs- lacry- 


Crise adolescente 

Beaucoup de changements pour cette quatrieme 
edition aul s'ouvre aujourd'bui. Le traditionnel et con- 
venu > Centre odturel royal a tout d’abord ete abandonee 
au prom ^ salles nolres du Copcorde une mamere^ 

rpndre au cinema ce qui est au anema- Seulement voua, 
iM ^tSteu«7fidete du festival, n’auront pas grand 
Sd 27Ser due ce nouvel espace deproj^on 
U progranunation a en en efTel ete considerablement 
red£te nuisqu’au lieu de six longs et douze courts me- 
traces* leCentre culturel francais (CCF) ne propose en 
S et pour tout que cinq films. 

vovaee en Svrie, au Koweit, an Qatar, a Abu Dram, 
induait Le destiii. le dernier film de Youssef Chahine. 
Mab celul a ete retire de la programmabon Hriaie am- 
mnn-iisB sous pretexte d'avoir etc distnbue dans la cap; 
tale jordanienne a Tautomne dander et rai ‘ 

son d’nbstacles juridiques lies aux d ^^de d^uao? 

Cina Jones metrages. est-ce suffisant pour mente 
raondladon chic de « festival. ? Oul. me direz-vnus, 
dansfa mesure ou dcs prnCessionnels du 
nlacent Dour parler de leurs films. Ce fut le cas en 1997. 
Chaque soiree ctait ponctuee par udi debat entre Il^pu- 
hlic et le realisatcur ou un des aeleuni de 1 reuxre. Gene 
an nee. les invites seront rares. Aux demieres n “ u '® u ®*’ 
le CCF attend seulement Fune des actnces de 
tempi. Darina el Jnundi. Pour les autres fil^- 
{'assistance devra se contenter de discussions mene^ 
inch'allah. entre proTcssioiinels jordamens du cinema 
convics oar la Fondation Shoman. 

Au moins peut-on esperer que la qualiteides films pre¬ 
sents suscitera dcs discussions dans les foyers, kneone 
faut-il qu'ils aient ete enmpris ! Au programme, trois 
longs metrages dans un parler du Maghreb, difficile 
d'acces aux Arahes du Proche-OnenL A Damas. la mot- 
tie du puhlic a quilte la sallc au mihcu des films maro- 
cain et algerien. Les plus chanceux pourronl toujours se 
rjccnarher a la traduction franchise, sauf pour l neftlle 
dc bonne famillc. non snus-titre. _ . 

Anris lc succis de Fan passe, on pensait le temps ae la 
maturite venu pour ce festival franco-arabe.^ Sa qua¬ 
trieme edition dimarre sous les nuages gns d une crise 
adolescente. ■ 

Le Jourdain 


4eme festival du film 




Le sixieme jour 


/-.*V 

r *A 






Youssef Chahine 

c&t ne cn 1926 ii Alexandric. 
Apres son cursus universi- 
laire. il part s'installer aux 
foots-Unis oil il &udie le ci¬ 
nema et I - interpretation. En 
1950. il realise son premier 
film Para Amine. Dcpuis. 
plus de trentc films ont ete 
realises donl Adieu Bona¬ 
parte 11984) et reccmmcRL 
Le Destin iiyM7). recompen¬ 
se fan passe a Cannes par lc 
Grand Prix du 50c ann'ner- 
saire. Le sixieme jour est ur. 
film courageux sur la libera¬ 
tion de la femme. Yousset 
Chahine d&larait a 1 epo- 
que . * La femme arabe. surt- 
imt la femme egyptienne. a 
etc liberce il v a 75 cns. L: 
aiijourd'hui on wut tout re- 
prendre, rcvenir en arriere: 
nun jc dis non 



mier long m&ragc. , :* ;> - 

Le film 

Deux litannis rffugifc en Frunee A «■'* h SgKSgg 
dans leur pays. Lui est un musicien raltf, feuebe qui t^we m 
L i ban parce qu’il y est acculd. EUc <»* une bOOTgOOTO 
mem intdgrec it la soci*6 panstenne^p £ 


• i! est temps 
Lihun-Francc (1994) 

Coulcur. 35 mm. S3 mn 
Realisation: 

Jcan-Claudc Codsi 
lnlerpr&les : Simon Abkanan. 
j Darina cl Joundi 


ban. : ‘ 

L’un et Famre se rencon- 
trem. sur le bateau qui les 
ramfcne au -Liban. Le 6im 
jccompagne leurs retrou¬ 
vailles avec le'pays et leur 
reconciliation - avec leur 
pas^£. 



Une porte sur le del 


Lefilm 

En 1947. une epidemic d ^. h ?^‘ r ' f^ika. bJHuiSie 

de sauver son P cl,l '!‘ 1 *^ %& en bateau avee Okka. 

d une quarantaine d anim. - J " Sn femme qui 

un montrcur de singes de -- a»> 
se cache sous les voiles nosrs uw 


• Lc sixieme jour 
Egyprc-France {19861 

Coulcur. 35 mm. 105 mn 

Riiahsution: Youssef Chahine 
intcrpreies . Dalidu. Mohsen 
Mohicddine. Chewikar. Hamd; 
Ahmed. Salah Siiadani. 


Une fille de bonne famille 


L’arche du desert 



Nouri Bouzid est ne cn 

194*5 j Sfax en Tunisie. II a ctudic le 
cinema cn Belgique dc I‘>bB a 197- 

D'abord assistant-r^alisateur aupres 

de nombreux cincasics interra- 
tionaux. ii ecm cl realise deux pre¬ 
miers loncs-mctrages. L Homme des 
Ccndres et Les Sabots d or. sclcc- 
lionnes b Cannes en Sb m S9. Sui- 
vent Bezruk < \W2). La Guerre du 
Gnlfc... el apris ? 11991) ct Lac 
fiUc de bonne famillc 11997). Noun 
Bouzid a partivipS ii 1"adaptation cl 
aux dialogues dc nombreux films- 
clcs du cinema tunisien dcs annees 
90 p.irmi Icsqucls : Hidfaottine ct 
Les silanes du Purtuiis. 


Le film 

Aida el Amina. Jeui _'™ r "‘ :s „5 1 U |w s^taient 


Hi en WJ to 

ncm. Mohamed Chouikh 

tsf v.-c dc pnz-* uns lorsquc debuu. U 
cuerre d’Alcirie. En l l /c»:. upres l-i 
proclamation de l ir.Jcpcntlancc. d f- 


• L'are be du dcvjn_ 

Alcerw-France • 1*^7' 

Coulcur. 35 mm. l i:imn 

Real: w:;or.: 

Mohcmei ChouiV.it 
IniCTpretes : Myrum 
Aoulfcn. Mss‘ui'tida 
Adami. Hjcen AbJou. 
Amin Cnouikb. Shra/ 
Albne 


joint une troupe dc theatre qui Ucvicn- 
dra lc Theatre national algerien. C est 
lc film de Michel Draeh Elue ou la 
vnsic ue 1 1970) qui le rcvclc au public 
ftangais. A paitirdc 1972. il punkape a 
diitereniv. tournages cl_ re.u- 

E » premiers films : 

mhotichure 
19721. in cihulelle 
1 1989) qui rent- 
porte unc ving- 
tainc de prix. You- 
ivf 119931 
present aux festi¬ 
vals dc Vcnisc et 
Berlin. Scion lui. 
sun dernier film, 
L 'arche du desert. 

_ »t lc conw que I'on 

ramime de l'Enter... 


Farida Benlyazid est nde-en w 
:uj Maroe. Ellc a fitudid Je cindma b JIDHEC 
(institut des Hames trades Cmfematogra- 
phiques) a Paris. Ecrivain ct joumahste. elle 
realise un premier court irrftragff JdtnXnes de 
femme en 1980. Srfnariste sur les deux pre¬ 
miers films dc son mari. ellc est passfc ensu ite 
derriere la camera pour n^fiscr »" £» 1,,er 
long metrage Unc porte sur le cieL en 1 wss. -• 

Le film ■ _ 

De rctour au Maroe pour les funfersnllcs de son 
pirc. Nadia decide de quitter son fiance frampus 
ct redfeouvre son identic musulmane en trt- 
vaillant avec dcs femmes dc son pays d ongtne. 
Lc iour de I'enierremcm, cite rencontre Nsrana, 
femme religieuse. qui riniticaux chants sacres. 



• Une porte sur le riel 
Maroc-Francen988j 
Couteur, 35 mm. 100 mn 
Realisation; Florida Benlyazid . 

Interpreles: ZakiaTuhiri. Eva Saint-Paul. Clia 
bia Aadroui. Ahmed Bouanuni. Bachir Skirej ■ 


' ““T celt: qui a choisi to qoi 

scr pur la famillc el la socuHe- 


• Unc fille dc bonne famillc 
Tunisie-Fmnceil997) 

Coulcur, 35 mm. 112 mn 
Realisation: Nouri Bouzid 
Inierprfews : Amel Hedhili. Na- ! 
dia Kaci. Leila Nnssim. Raoul , 
Bch Armor, Kamel Touati j 


Le film . 

Ccsi unc histoirc «J}* 

dales el des taboos. ^ hra mandate cvlabous^e route unc '■oenStc conser- 

dc s'unir dans un cl met en peril vm fragile equilibre. Com- 

^ riC f r'Sdd^Sn tel rapports entre to denies ——* 
mence atoi> unc 


Uagenda fran^ais.d'Arcunan 

Cinema. 

Lc 4*me festival du film franco-iube du 4 join au 8 juin au dn^ 
«S,LeConcorde k Amman,i20h30.Tjcket.-ten wrtesurplace 
« i, la biblioth&que du Centre cidrael fiaow = 1 ^iiar. Ren- 
seignements au 4637809«u 4636445. 

Jeudi 4 : U sixieme jour ite Youssef Chahine . 

Il est temps dc Jean-CIaude Codsi: Vsndredi 5 
Samedi 6 - L'urche du dfseh de MohamedjChouikh 
tine parte sur le del de Farida Btenfyazid : DimailChe 7 
Lundi 8 : Uni. rule de bayitfamitlt ^de Nouri Bouzid 

T«u les films son! en ar&sotnbrSr enJra^aissa^fVix- 
EUedcbomtefanriUe. :^ v . ■ 


Exposition 

En 1995,' Fartiste nigfirieh 
Radrid Koraichi - travaiite 
sur dcs jarres d'argite avec 
des pollers tunisiens: Un 
jour, au cours de leur cuis- 
son. dc violcnls orages ficla- : 
tent, dctruiscnl les fours et 
leur contend. Deux aps plus 
lard, le peintre a repris ce 
projet en France avec T aide 
notamment des ' potiers 
d'Anduze ei.de Saint Qoen-. 
tin la Pdterie. C'est une por- 
Ue dc cette production (7 
vases d’AnduzeTH-jarres 4- 
olives. ainsi que 7 voiles de 
soic) qui est pr&ent£e aii 
Centre culture! rrangais ^ 
a Darat al Funan jitsqu’uu 
2 juiUet. • 
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‘Yellow * suspenseful, energetic, wise 

updates 
age’ in new film 




By Kevin Thomas 


■» 


HOLLYWOOD—As " ambi- 

Uous and' rewarding as it is, 
Chris Chan. Lee's ‘Yellow* has 
a significance beyond itself: 
It’s the first major Korean 
American film to get a regular 
release. . 

It's also a classic cbrhiiig of 
• age story,- set -during one kmc 
night jusr' before 
eight high school 
friends are to gradu¬ 
ate. You’re tempted 
to describe the pic¬ 
ture as “Korean 
American Graffiti,” 
but along with Its 
humor - it has an 
underlying—and * 
disturbing— 

. seriousness; ‘ 

The film's central 
figure is Sin Lee 
(Michael . Daeho 
Chung), a dean-cut 
young man who is 
awaiting word on 
several university 
scholarship applica¬ 
tions and facing a 
summer of working 
in his father's cen¬ 
tral Las . Angeles 
grooety store. 

It’s the last Friday 
evening before his 
graduation, and Sin 
would naturally (ike 
to join his friends in 
" a night of fun. But 
his father Woon Lee 
tSoon-Tek Oh, in 
one of the finest per¬ 
formances of a dis¬ 
tinguished career), a 
martinet verging on 
the • hysterical, 
insists he must 
work, closing the 
store later on and 
then joining a tradi¬ 
tional Friday eve¬ 
ning family gather¬ 
ing with his 
grandmother. 

A black man has- 
sles Sm on the price 
of an antacid and 


«*piode when three youths 
come in just as he is closing 
op/ .= . ; . ■ • 

We jump 'ahead and a dis- 
baugfa, Sin, who has skipped 
the. family dinner, tells his 
fiends.-that‘the youths held 
Wro up and robbed the till of 
about $1,500. When Sin feels 
“wrc is just no way that he can' 

face his fiercesome father with., 
the truth, ‘Yellowy plot kicks 


score. - V 

Lee has found a way to mine 
an array of issues in an enter¬ 
taining and increasingly urgent 
and suspenseful manner. In 
effect, Lee has discovered a 
highly effective method to 
explore the generation gap 
between the students and their 
immigrant parents with their 
traditional conservative, values 
that so often clash with their 



tells him he'U be spending his - 
life behind the counter, just- 
like his father. Already a bun- ’• 
die of pent-up rage on-account > 
of his father's treatment. Sis hC 
-shaken by 

the ctistome^sTSngry 
could coine trte'ahdf^' 


in, senffiog Sin's pals, off on a 
series of adventures, some 
scary,, some domical, m order 
to raise- enough money . to 
rqrface foe jmssing cash. - “Yel¬ 
low,’ reodserto ranABd 

revyfet^irp 


atn- 


children's Americanized 
tudes and priorities. • •_ 

; In a mostly affecting scene 
with Sin’s girlfriend Ten (Mia 
Suh) we learn that his father's, 
exndhfc severity grows out of 
hisTsxperiepee-3B a veterarrof 
forces in Vietnam 


where he saw children 
Orphaned, naked and starving 
and became determined that he 
must never lei up in providing 
for his family. 

While the entire thrust of 
‘Yellow.’—whose title takes 
on a double meaning, referring 
to cowardice as well as to race 
—has to do with Sin taking 
responsibility for himself, Lee 
also sends a warning that par¬ 
ents can be so strict 
that they can destroy 
the children they 
ostensibly want only 
to make strong. As 
events unfold, an 
intimidated, 
straight-arrow kid 
like Sin is more vul¬ 
nerable to making 
major mistakes that 
could affect his life 
than his more cyni¬ 
cal and worldly’pal 
Alex (Burt Bulos). 

Lee is a splendid 
writer and has a way 
with actors as well. 
He has created a 
complex character 
in Teri. who has 
problems respecting 
Sin. A standout 
among Sin's friends 
is the exceedingly 
bright and indepen¬ 
dent Grace (Angie 
Suh) who is in a 
constant state of 
rebelling against her 
mother's wishes that 
she be “more charm¬ 
ing and ladylike." 

Through the spec¬ 
ificity of this 
Korean-American 
experience you can 
easily feel a sense of 
universality in Sin's 
predicament. As a 
filmmaker Lee is at 
a point where he's 
stronger at dialogue 
than pacing. . But 
there’s no doubt 
‘Yellow* marks the 
debut of a most 
promising talent 


who combines youthful zest 
and energy with a mature per¬ 
spective that allows him to 
extend compassion to both 
sides of the generation gap.B 


LA Tunes-washington Post 
• ■ -• News Service 


1 Hope Floats ’ lacking sharpness, focus 

Small-town romance too 


sentimental to be true 


By Kevin Thomas 


HOLLYWOOD — ‘Hope 
Floats' has a terrific opening. 
Tempted by the offer of a free 
make-over, a Chicago house¬ 
wife and mother (Sandra Bul¬ 
lock! goes on a Jerry Springer- 
type TV show {hasted by a deli¬ 
ciously unctuous Kathy 
Najimy) only to be confronted 

unexpectedly by her best friend 

(an unbilled* Rosrnna Arquette), 
who promptly announces that 
she's having an affair with Bul¬ 
lock's husband. 

Completing the horrendously 
public devastation is the appear¬ 
ance of the unfaithful husband 
(Michael Fare) who has no idea 
he's going to be confronted by 
both his wife and his lover. 

Totally devastated. Bullock's 
Birdee Pruitt does what many 
women with Tew options would 
do under the circumstances: run 
home to mother. In this instance 
mother happens to be Ramona 
Calvert <Gtma Rowlands), a free 
spirit living in a fine old house 
in a beautiful small town in 
West Texas. 

Yd as inviting as this Nor¬ 
man Rockwell community 
looks to be. it is not an unal¬ 
loyed safe haven. Ramona is a 
beautiful woman with a 
dynamic personality and a lot of 
wiL much wisdom and self- 
knowledge but she does not 
realize she has failed to express 
the love she genuinely has for 
her daughter. It's always been 
her father (James Harrell) who 
gave Birdcc the warm embraces 
and made clear his affection, 
but now he is in a rest home 
suffering from Alzheimer's: his 
ability to comprehend life is 
wavering at best. 

'Hope Floats’ itself wavers. 
At its core is a strong drama 
about the need for mothers and 
daughters to communicate their 
love for each other and about 
how a woman with few 
resources copes with having to 
rebuild her life from scratch. 

In his second feature (follow¬ 
ing ‘Waiting to Exhale') the for¬ 
midable actor Forest Whitaker 
sensitively directs a sterling cast 
in Steven Rogers' in many 
ways admirable script. But 
'Hope Floats* is undercut by 
trial soft, sentimental Holly¬ 
wood glow. a Iol of artificial 



cutesy-poo comic touches 
around the edges —does 
Ramona really have to have a 
thing for stuffed animals?— and 
too many golden oldies on its 
soundtrack edging out Drive 
Grusin's apt score. 

The filmmakers might have 
benefited from a screening of 
the timeless ‘Picnic' as an 
example of how to portray 
small-town American life free 
of quaintness and caricature but 
not of humor. A sharper edge 
could have taken a pretty good, 
if uneven, picture to greater 
heights, considering its potent 
ingredients and actors. 

Even so. ‘Hope Floats' gives 
good value, starting with Bul¬ 
lock's and Rowlands' knockout 
performances. Pare is likewise 
impressive as a man whose 
good looks have belied an 
essential weakness of character, 
and so is Cameron Finley as 
Birdee's imaginative, sweet- 
natured little nephew, left in 
Ramona by her sister who’s 
gone off to pursue a career in 
Hollywood. 

At its best 'Hope Floats' 
delineates insightfully not only 
Birdee and Ramona's relation¬ 
ship and that of Birdee with her 
little daughter Bernice (Mac 
Whitman, easily as effective as 
Bullock and Rowlands) but also 
of Birdee and Bernice to adjust¬ 
ing to small-town life. Birdee 
left home as the gorgeous prom 


queen who married the fund- 
some high school star quarter¬ 
back and has now returned, 
humiliated on national TV', with 
no job skills, too many bad hair 
days and loo many contempo¬ 
raries with long-held jealousies 
unable—or unwilling—U) hide 
their gloating at her return in 
defeat. 

If Birdee is going to have any 
kind of life she's really going to 
have to dig in. Similarly. Ber¬ 
nice has to go through the famil¬ 
iar ordeal of being the new kid 
in school, adjusting to a radi¬ 
cally different environment, and 
therefore longing only for her 
beloved father-—she too is a 
daddy’s girl—to come rescue 
her. 

Not all is grim for Birdee. 
because who should he 
Ramona's handyman but Justin 
Matisse (Harry Connick Jrt. rug¬ 
gedly handsome in light jeans, 
who adored Birdee in high 
school but was too shy to say 
so. it seems Justin, an artisan- 
level carpenter, is back from 
California where.his painstak¬ 
ing qualities made him "too 
slow” on the job and is now 
building his own Neo- 
Craftsman cottage in u forest, 
happy to be hack where he can 
be “doing things the right way." 

There's no doubling Con- 
nick's impact as Justin, but 
speaking of 'Picnic.' this man 
could use at least a measure of 


diameter development afforded 
William Holden's unforgettable 
Hal. the archetypal sexy guy in 
a .small town. 

The patient Justin is your 
basic Sensitive Hunk, but Con- 
nick and the story warrant more 
than this. We know nothing of 
Justin's personal life. Is he 
divorced? Has he been seeing 
anyone else when Birdee 
returns? We need to know more 
about tire man to make him 
seem more than a plot contri¬ 
vance. (Justin's improbable sur¬ 
name docs elicit n genuine 
laugh when Birdee'* daughter 
says she never wants to be 
known ns “Bernice Matisse.") 

Hope Floats.' which fortu¬ 
nately does pull together for ;i 
strong finish, is nevertheless a 
real "plus for Bullock, who 
served :m the film's co- 
executive producer. She's had 
difficulty capitalizing on her 
career-making appearance lour 
years ago in 'Speed' after some 
dismal choices (‘Speed 2‘ 
uniting others) and this is u step 
in the right direction. 

BinJec requires Bullock to 
dig deep to portray a woman 
who above all else has to define 
for herself whatever responsibil¬ 
ity she had for the failure of her 
marriage. ■ 


LA Times- W ashington Post 
News Service 
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The First Gass Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every ‘ 
room .! 
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Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale. Furnished 
and unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 

E-mail address 
abdotOT@goxonvj° 




We save you more 



Thtrmosi pfcasuraNe shopping 
experience ...Ji'sjust about 
eveiythmg yew need.® low prices. 
Ammae-7ib Circle Tel: RI4I29 . 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabol Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away Is availaU* 

Open daily J2:00-3:30pM 
7:00- Midnight , ■ 

Tel 638968 


r Enjoy Reading Home Delivery 
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features of 
Explorer 4.0 


THE CONCEPT behind the 
creation of Microsoft s Inter¬ 
net Explorer 4.0 Arabic Edi¬ 
tion was noi to recreate the 
Explorer, but to further 
increase the availability of 
Arabic language software in 
the region. With IE 4.0 Ara¬ 
bic Edition. Microsoft has 
succeeded in opening a new 
door for Arabic users who 
may be unable to use the 
English language or more 
simply, prefer to use a Web 
browser in their own 
language. 

In addition. Internet 
Explorer Arabic will facilitate 
on all-Arabic environment 
when accessing Arabic Web 
sites that are becoming more 
common in the region. This 
will eventually lead to the 
creation of an Arabic Digital 
Nerv^rfSystcm that will 
faciliMe communication on 
levels to the entire Arabic 
speaking world. 

How is Internet Explorer 
4.6 Arabic Edition different 
from tbe English version? 

Internet Explorer 4.0 Ara¬ 
bic Edition has the same fea¬ 
tures as the English version, 
with the addition of a specific 
new feature for Arabic being 
Multiple Code Pages. Arabic 
support in E-.mail- and Ara¬ 
bic Web page development 


with FromPage Express. 


are 


active 


What 
channels? 

Active channels are 
streams of information from 
content providers who pro¬ 
vide registered subscribers 
with updated, personalised 
information on any subject to 



their PC via 

the Web. Subscribers are able 
to connect to any type of 
information service, whether 
it be world financial news or 
entertainment and sports 
news. Updated information 
can be 'pushed* to the sub¬ 
scribers PC periodically. The 
subscriber can also personal¬ 
ise the information being 
received by choosing the 
preferences that he or she 
desires. The thought behind 
the release of IE 4.0 Arabic 


Explorer is to encourage the 
growth of such services in the 
Arabic language. 

When will we see these 
available in Arabic? 

At present, there are no 
active channels in Arabic due 
to the previous unavailability 
of a complete Arabic solution 
to support this. Now. with t he 
latest edition of IE 4.0 Arabic, 
we expect fully functioning 
Arabic channels to be online 
in 3 months time. The first 
Arabic channel, which will be 
providing news services, has 
been confirmed. 

What are Microsoft’s 
views on the impact this new 
Arabic version of Explorer 
4.0 will have on the Web in 
the Arabic speaking region? 

Microsoft believes that the 
release of Arabic Explorer will 
not only contribute to more 
Arabic users logging on the 
Web. but will actually encour¬ 
age content providers to pul 
more Arabic content on the 
Web, thus facilitating the 
growth of Arabic presence on 
the Internet and increasing the 
number of Arabic Web sites 
available. Microsoft believes 
that this will benefit the region 
and the proliferation of Inter¬ 
net usage as companies in the 


UNIX ahead 

UNIX 


now , NT to take the future lead: 

Vs. Windows NT 


THE BATTLE is on between 
Windows NT and UNIX, both 
of which are vying for the 
supremacy of networked com¬ 
puting environments. 

1997 came to a close with 
UNIX enjoying massive 
growth, and with the potential 
for more growth in UNIX sys¬ 
tems being predicted by indus¬ 
try analysts. 

The Aberdeen Group esti¬ 
mates that UNIX revenues 
should increase by $37 billion 
dollars by the year 2000. It is 
expected that UNIX revenues 
will continue to grow by around 

42 percent a year. 

This represents a mounting 
challenge to Microsoft, who s 
Windows NT software, 
although being a powerful plat¬ 
form. still suffers from some 
shortcomings. These include 
die fact that Windows NT can¬ 
not run on a multi-processor 


system that incorporates more 
than 4 processors, and that their 
are some fears of incompatibil¬ 
ity among Windows NT 
versions. 

Still, the might of Microsoft 
is not to be underesti mated, and 
there are many major hardware 
vendors who have put their 
weight behind Windows NT 
operating system software. 

Responding to the challenge, 
major vendors offering UNIX 
us a key component of their 
computer solutions strategy 
have re-cn forced their presence 
in the workstation, server mar¬ 
kets for networking solutions. 

Hewlett-Packard. Sun- Micro¬ 
systems. Oracle and Informix 
have all been working hard to 
ensure UNIX keeps on going 
strong: by upgrading their dis¬ 
tribution " channels, offering 
much more UNIX promotion 
and service support and guaran¬ 


ty's are 

as a 


teeing that their cor 
closely linked with 
standard. ,, . w 

Far example. Hewlett- 
Packard is a sponsor of the 
Football World Gup *98, and 
advertising itself as Hr 
UNIX*. Analysts believe that 
UNIX may have won the battle 
for now, and may continue to 
rule the networked computing 
environment for. a couple of 
more years. But, by the begin¬ 
ning oF the next decade, Win¬ 
dows NT will be the force to 
look out for; mainly due to its 
flexibility across different hard¬ 
ware platforms, its ease of use 
and because it serves very well 
within a Graphical User Envi¬ 
ronment. In 1999. Analysts pre¬ 
dict that the Windows NT mar¬ 
ket will grow by 100 percent 
hitting the massive figure of 
$6.5 billion dollars in that yean 


News update 


Protect your PC from 
email viruses 

• Sophos has introduced its 
Anti-Virus 3.0 software pack¬ 
age. which includes Inter- 
Check technology: capable of 
countering email attached 
viruses. Apart from the fact 
that Sophos Anti Virus can 
detect and remove 12.000 
viruses, it also covers ‘special¬ 
ized* software viruses which 
have emerged in recent years. 

Once installed, the Sophos 


software automatically runs 
checks on the software running 
on a network, routinely report¬ 
ing on findings. As far as email 
is concerned, it can detect and 
remove viruses attached to or 
held within email messages: by 
providing an alert to the net¬ 
work administrator. This cover¬ 
age of a multi-user environ¬ 
ment is becoming an important 
requirement for anti-virus soft¬ 
ware. Among other special¬ 
ized viruses' which Sophos can 


Middle East will be able to 
operate with the same levels of 
efficiency as other companies 
in the U.S. and Europe. This 
will be a first for the Middle 
Est and its execution well be 
partially attributed to the 
release’ of Interact Explorer 
4.0 Arabic Edition. 

Due IE 4.0 Arabic Edition 
support an Arabic search 
engine? 

Index server is the index 
and search engine of internet 
Information Server. _ Both 
product ship with Microsoft 
Windows NT and support the 
Arabic language’s cxact- 


miitching* searches. There are 
complimentary Arabic search 
products on the market, built 
around Microsoft's Internet 
Information Server (IIS), that 
provide additional features. 

Where can users get their 
hands on a copy? 

Microsoft Internet Explorer 
4.0 Arabic Edition has been 
in the - market for several 
weeks. Internet Explorer Ara¬ 
bic Edition is available free of 
charge and can be down 
loaded off the Microsoft Web 
site: http:/ 

www.microsoft.com/ie/ 
download/. ■ 


catch and kill, there are ‘macro- 
viruses’ which attach themselves 
to software macro's such as 
Lotus 1-2-3 and spreadsheets in 
general. For more information, 
log into tbe. Sophos site at 
www.sophos.com. 

HP Desk Jet 400L 

• As part of its very successful 
Desk Jet series, Hewlett-Packard 
(HP) has introduced the Desk Jet 
400L, which offers a dots per. 
inch (dpi) of 600X300, and pro¬ 
vides a printing speed of 2 pages‘ 
a minute. 

As for color printing, it offers 
300X300 dpi at a speed.of 4 tb 
seven pages .a minute l 

The printer incorporated HP 
Color Smart technology 'which 
controls the printing of sdme 
16.7 million colors. The HP 
DeskJet 400L is a lightweight 
printer (6.6 pounds), and occu¬ 
pies very little desk space arid 
includes a tray with space for 50 
papers. This ink-jet printer is tar¬ 
geted at the low-end user (home 
users, small business users. For 
more information, contact Scien¬ 
tific & Medical Supplies Co. 
(SMS) at telephone 4624907. 


Global One is the pioneering provider of full Internet services in Jordan Global^J^j. 


Sales Department tel: 569-7777 ...Fax: 569-7111 E-mail: info@go.com.jo- 
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World Gup ‘98 

,S Like everything else in our lives, the internet is playing an 
active role m changing the nature of our interaction with 
the World Cup. You can : - . 
expect to find news, analysis, 
game results and even video 
and audjoclips and highlights 
from matches all over the 
Internet, at numerous sites. 

What’s more, you couU possi¬ 
bly even watch a large part of 
a match on the internet if you 

have the a connection, with the 

rightspeed- 

On another front. Helwetl- 
Packard has implemented an 
advanced networking environ-- 
meat,, based on UNIX, -which.. 
will enable the large nUrnher 
of journalists and delegates, at 
the World Cup to sray it* ‘ 
touch, and exchanged, elec-":' 
trorric information jtftfc flier ■" 
whole world. Th^telies. in ; 
part on the InternetTop. > y.. 

The World Cup has'always ; 
ensued a craze amongLcdniputer. users. Sine the early eight¬ 
ies, when parsons! <*mpuaas rook off, game software pro¬ 
ducers have fottght pver..tfie. rights to produce the ‘official 
World Cup coippU#* game.’ Footbal 1 games are amongst the 
top seltinglroftware;i^ti^ories: FIFA World Soccer is a mas- 
si va hit and4°P seller, and so are so many other football com¬ 
puter games: ‘ 

To all tite'compuier .and football fans, out-there, we say 
‘have a great World. Cup*; thanks to advanced networking 
technologies and the Internet, this is one World-Qip .that-fans 
ynA be able to view on their PC screen and on their-TV- . 

..*■ ***:+* ********;. 

Internet addicts in Jordan? 

rrWOULD be fair to say that there is a growing'number of 
‘internet addicts’ in Jordan, especially nowadays as Internet 
Service Providers in thecountry are, offering unlimited 
access. (24 hours a day, seven days ^wepM.-for as little ns JD 
35 a month. This time last year, it cb?l attend the same sum 
to get onlv twenty, hours'on the Interned. • . ... 

What’s‘more, theInternet's sleeping effects on society 
have meant that so many more youngJbctianians are logging 
in. to get all the infonnanbn they need on their favourite 

topics. . 

In short, it may be time thatastridy was conducted regard¬ 
ing tbe number of hours in a day spent by locals on the Inter¬ 
net. It should produce some interesting results. Also, we need 
to look.into any^de.effects that may be resulting from 

excessiyeuse.bfth’etntenieL . . ' . : 

- Already in Europe and the USA, their are people diag¬ 
nosed with a number of menial Und'physical illnesses due to 
over exp<^urc'tbd»mpthi^.or tbe r IniemetF 
IMS ( >rovide 

':d^led,coyeritge of^b 
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Sculptor turns Ghanmf^|eiT“ft e 
Hills mto bronpi:,®®^' 


Low 


1 



By Geoff Gehman 

STEVE TOBIN likes the motto 
“Security is in the risk.” Bor¬ 
rowed from tennis coach Bill 
Adams, the statement summar¬ 
izes the sculptor’s ambitious for¬ 
est-floor bronzes and audacious 
shelter of 1 .500 cast matzos. 

It’s an ideal description of his 
latest project, for which he spent 
six weeks in the African jungle 
with two crew members and 30 
local laborers, molding termite 
hills while being molded by tri¬ 
bal customs. 

Tobin's most recent attempt 
to conjure nature's sophisticated 
power can be found in the stu¬ 
dio gallery-bam at his C 00 pere- 
burg. Pa., spread. As wide as 8 
feet" and as high as 15 feet, the 
dozen insect-tower sculptures 
resemble sand-costlc versions of 
Antonio Gaudi's fanciful church 
in Barcelona. Spain. 

It was 1994 that Tobin first 
visited termite hills near 
Nsawam. Ghana. His guide was 
Ghana native J.C. Sarpong. a 
sculptor and Tobin's assistant. 
“I am inspired by the way Steve 
attacks an with lull vigor.” says 
Sarpong. whose wife and three 
children live in the Ghanaian 
capital of Accra. He smiles and 
adds: “1 sometimes call him 
crazy." 

Sarpong doesn't call Tobin 
crazy for admiring termite hills. 
Thu Ghanaian know s these cool¬ 
ing tower* for nests are models 

of effieiem climate control. Afri¬ 
can builders, in fact, incorporate 
the insect engineering that main¬ 
tains temperature within two 
degrees. Sarpong also knows 
Tobin isn’t the first termite-hill 
artisan. Centuries ago his tribe, 
the Ashanti, converted parts of 
these dramatically eroded dirt 
towers into refractory molds for 
their vaunted miniature gold 
weights. 

More than 100 years old. ter¬ 
mite hills are the insect king¬ 
dom's pyramids. ‘They're 
cathedrals." insists Tobin, a 41- 
vcar-old native of Philadelphia. 
‘They're monuments to the 
insect gods. They're everything 
our monuments arc." He's sit¬ 
ting on an African stool in his 
artifact-crammed house with his 
dog. n frolicking German shep¬ 
herd named Esie. which is Gha¬ 
naian for termite. 

Tobin's latest adventure 
began last year with a mountain 
of'paperwork. He estimates 500 
documents were filled out. the 
: belter to stop customs authori- 


thai 


ties from qua ra nti n i n g 
rubber-mold sprayers 
as flame throwers. 

From his many expe-. 
ditions abroad he’s 
accustomed to "unbe¬ 
lievable" bureaucracy. 

What he didn’t expo* 
is that mislaid papers 
would cause Sarpong 
to miss his flight to 
Ghana. 

Sarpong's one-. 

week absence caused 
few labor problems. 

Residents of Nsawam. 
a village about an 
hour's drive from 
Accra, flocked to 
work with Tobin, a 
rare white man who 
sprayed green rubber 
on hills they use for 
burning weeds or pick¬ 
ing mushrooms to sell. 

The work force 
zoomed as wo id spread 
Tobin was paying a daily wage 
up to 20 times higher than the 
maximum salary of 50 

cents. Youngsters skipped 
school to help or hang out. “It 
was so much fun.” says Sar¬ 
pong. "thar everybody wanted 
to jump in.” 

To keep workers happy. 
Tobin purchased trays of ice¬ 
cream cones. 

To keep fanners happy, he 
purchased crops. For his efforts 
he was often greeted by a snake¬ 
like hiss, followed by “Esie!"— 
an attention-getting salute to the 
Termite Man. 

Another role was art teacher. 
Asked, why he treated termite 
hills so seriously. Tobin would 
say he was borrowing the 
shapes as a form of medicine, 
like the makers of African icons; 
He felt he was preserving, and 
modernizing, nature's primal 
force. But nothing, not Sar- 
pong’s. advice, not all the ice 
cream in the world, could have 
prepared him for the vagaries of 
African climate. 

Temperatures hovering 
around 100 degrees made pre¬ 
cious water particularly valu¬ 
able. Withering son gaye Tobin 
heatstroke. Daisuke Shitani, the 
project's unofficial foreman, 
hod daily diarrhea from dht par- 
ticks and a breakfast stew of 
meat, fish and unknown 
ingredients. 

Brutal heat and lade of elec¬ 
tricity caused the mbber- 



Steve Tobin (wearing bandanna), directs his workers as they pous 
molten bronze into d form that triS become a part of His bronze ■ 
mite mound art photo by Don Fisher : 




trammer from a stone. “Thai 
was an interesting experience," 
claims Shitani. a long-time 
Tobin associate. 

“These vay simple people 
fixed the modem machine." 

Local pitythology required 
finer timing. Tobin admits be ' 
erred paying SS to SIO a day. 
Exorbitant wages and the pro¬ 
ject’s magnetism invariably led 
to money far little or ho work. 
Villagers fought for tbe right to 
participate, and for rubber- 
carrying buckets perfect for 
hauling water. 

A daily council was formed 
to hear suggestions or grie? 
vances. The last two days; 
Tobin reduced the labor force to 
the 10 best workers. Unwit¬ 
tingly, he excluded one tribe. 
Celebrated for his generosity. 
Tobin found himself accused of 
racism. 

The most delicate negotiation 
involved a family patriarch 
upset by his lack of involve¬ 
ment. He retaliated by attacking 
.a termite-hill scaffold with a 
machete. The. next day,.after... 
Sarpong explained the project * 

. wasn’t commercial or colonial 
Tobin sought - peace in =the 
elder's hut. The patriarch 
agreed after receiving 3 wrist- 
watch as a gift. Tobianotes that 
shutting down die jxnc^ect.ior 
tbe. summit was-a more impor¬ 
tant present, because it restored 
a measure of timeikbar^ author- 


litile competition. 

' Matters could have been far 
worse. The crew could have 
been delayed by unhappy ter¬ 
mites; Tobin reports seeing only 
one insect battalion- If they had 
worked in Ghana’s'rainy sea¬ 
son. die lowers might have 
shrunk to huts. Proper letters oF 
transit stopped two brigades of 
customs officers from opening 
cases shut by 30 straining vol¬ 
unteers,^ Oporing them improp¬ 
erly would have triggered a 
•Jacfc-in^the-Box explosion. 

; The. termite-hill project has 
cost .. Tobin approximately 
$600,000, which he funded by 
selling exotic glass works an£ 
mortgaging his house. Whi£ 
.Tobin hasn't sold a termite-bill 
bronze, he’s been repaid spiritu¬ 
alty. Workers in Ghana send 
him letters with postage worth a 
day’s salary. One Nsawam resi¬ 
dent, representing colleagues 
who can't write in English, 
postscxipted: "LONG LIVE 
STEVE. LONG LIVE BEAU¬ 
TIFUL HAND WORKS." 

Tobin.mails thank-you’s with 
SS for stamps and sharing the 
wealth. When, he reruns to 
Ghana—he’s been invited back 
in two years—he will distribute 
the catalog, so laborers can see 
themselves photographed for 
■ the first time.. .. 

Tobin’s lenhite-Hili bronzes 
will be displayed through June 
20 at the OK ’Asms Gallery and 
' the Arteindustrie Gallery, both, 
in New York City.B V 


ity. A ferewelT party for 200 
didn't completely dissolve the 
-machine to- .break tension. Ac«*£_-ine KtTobin*? 
down, ft was fixed by villagers' inembert'of rivaf bttjes tianced LA Times-Waskington Post 
resourceful enough to make x:v arfd.'tftflini£^"<^ u'.T'v "■ Mews Service 
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